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"When | was living in Gelati Monastery | spent
days and nights painstakingly recopying chants.
| compared my good copies with the originals to
make sure that | didn't make any mistakes. Often

while | was writing, other monks and novices
would comeinto my room and say, 'You are so
foolish!" I asked them why they thought so, and
they would say, "We see you hunched over the
table day and night, working and working,
without a dime to show for it." | would reply,
"How can | think about money while working
with thistreasure trove? It is more precious than
gold, silver, and jewelry. It is an eternal
treasure! | cannot even think of my work as
gratuitous, not at all! | imagine myself asa
goldsmith who sorts through his piecesto put all
the jewelry in order. And sometimes | wonder
how this treasure happens to be in my hands,
that such an unworthy person as myself daresto
touch it at all.”

St. Ekvtime Confessor
(Kereselidze)
1865 -1944
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The persent edition - "Georgian Hymns' volume 1l is a collection of church canticles - old
professional music models. It consists of canticles of Gelati hymn mode, which are arraged
according tu the devine service series. It is the first attempt of musical editing or note records
done on the brink of XIX-XX centuries and it has been fulfilled talking into account the
experience of Anchiskhati choir.

the book isintended for choruses of orthodox churches and circle of the experts.
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"Our music has been blessed and beautified by the Holy Spirit, and has three core elements named
mzakhr, zhir, and bam. The simultaneous tuning of these three elements, which can be produced by either
voice or string, reflects the unity of the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. Of different substance, but together
forming the holy Trinity, three become one. The same exists in music: the tuning of three unique voices,
mzakhr, zhir, and bam, creates one whole."

loane Petritsi 12th century
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"Not only is Georgian church chant rich with melody, each phrase and even each word carries specia
meaning. From this point of view, melody and text are incomparable, and we thank God for blessing our
nation with such a musical treasure. This three-voiced chant, unlike the chant of our neighbors the
Armenians or the Greeks, has been delighting our ears for centuries...."

Catholicos-Patriarch Kirion Il of All-Georgia, 1917 - 1918
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"We are no longer fearful that our church chants will disappear forever, because as they have been
accurately transcribed into notation the same way they have been sung. But if these transcriptions are not

published and taught to people in schools, or if these chants are not sung in churches as part of our daily
services, then they will lose their purpose, and that would be even worse than their degeneration.”

Pilimon Koridze, 1835 - 1911
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Introduction

This volume continues a series of Georgian chant publications intended to revitalize the medieval chant
tradition. The first in the series was published in 2000 and includes the basic required chants for the
All-Night Vigil and Divine Liturgy. This second collection contains the basic chants of the Twelve Great
Feasts and the Immovable Feast Days, but unfortunately does not include the full breadth of chants from the
Feast Days of other saints. The chants in both of these publications are in the Sada Kilo (‘Plain Mode) and
Namdvili Kilo (‘True-Simple Mode)! and originate from the medieval school of chant at the Gelati
Monastery.? In our opinion, the Sada Kilo chant from the Gelati and Martvili Monastery schools is the most
suitable for church services, asit combines a masterful balance of text and melody.

Georgian chant is believed to have originated in the Tao-Klarjeti region between the seventh and tenth
centuries (present day NE Turkey) 2 from where it spread to the major monastery-academies throughout
Georgia. Chant flourished at the academy of Igalto in far eastern Georgia, the Gelati academy in the Kutais
region, and Martvili (Chgondidi) Monastery. During the eleventh and twelfth centuries, chant was unified in
the school of hymnography at the Gelati Monastery, which was among the leading spiritual and educational
centers of the world at that time.

Due to the intervention of Russian Tsarism in the early nineteenth century, church services in Georgian
were discouraged and in many cases forbidden in place of Russian style services. Dependent on the church
for support, traditions such as Georgian chant suffered as a result of the church disintegration. Thankfully,
chant was safeguarded from complete loss by the singing tradition in several aristocratic families. Today, in
reference to the chant styles passed down by these families sometimes bear their name, such as the
Dumbadze mode, the Chalaganidze mode, and the Karbelaant mode. 4 1t must be noted that the difference
between these family modes is relative because al chant traditions in Georgia come from the same common
source, as this essay will discuss.

During the nineteenth century, when canonical chant tradition was not in the control of the churches and
monasteries, the influence of secular singing became stronger. For example, in the Karbelaant mode chant
from eastern Georgia, one can find ornamented cadences typical of secular songs from the eastern regions of
Kartli-Kakhetian. Another quality found in eastern style chant that is considered to be the influence of
secular music is the overdevelopment of the middle voice, which is so prominent that it often subordinates
the melody and bass harmonies. Dumbadze mode chant from Western Georgia is also influenced by secular
music. This is seen in abrupt rhythmic movements and interval leaps larger than a 3rd, characteristics
inconsistent with the Sada Kilo from the Gelati Monastery. Though the many surviving chant modes seem
quite diverse, they in fact illustrate the preservation of a single canonical chant rule, which is expressed in
the melody and structure of the Sada Kilo. This remarkable observation needs special attention and future
research.® With God's help, these precious family-mode chants will soon be published, but for now, the
Gelati Sada Kilo takes precedence in bringing the Georgian tradition back into common practice.®

The Gelati Monastery Sada Kilo is not mentioned in written sources from the Middle Ages, but we can
bring together the words of severa famous chanters and musicologists of the modern era to make the case
for acommon source of chant.

1. Sada Kilo (Plain Mode) chant is also referred to as 'Children's Mode' (Sabavshvo Kilo) and consists of the basic structure of the chant
in three-part harmony without ornamentation or elaboration. Namdvili Kilo (Simple-True Mode) is a further development of Sada Kilo in
which the original melody and harmonies are elaborated. Gamshvenebuli Kilo (Colorful Mode) is the furthest development of chant
elaboration, and is characterized by strong ornamentations that vary in harmonic structure according to region.

2. The Gelati Monastery is located outside the city of Kutaisi, and was constructed by King David the Builder in the twelfth century.

3. Famous 9th-10th centuries hymnographers Grigol Khandzteli and Michael Modrekili collected and composed chants in illustrated
manuscripts at monasteries in the Tao-Klarjeti region, see Magda Sukhiashvili, 2002.

4. The Dumbadze family came from the village of Ozurgeti in the Gurian region and for generations sang in the Shemokmedi Monastery.
The Chalaganidze family came from the Martvili Monastery area, and the Karbelashvili family came from the village of Chala in the Kartli
region. These three areas developed different manners of regional Gamshvenebuli Kilo (Colorful Mode) chant.

5. Comparison between Gelati Mode, Dumbadze Family Mode, and Karbelaant Family Mode versions of a single chant, for example Shen
Gigalobt (We Bless You), reveal a striking similarity in their nearly identical melodies. The bass and middle voices vary according to
regional style but follow the same harmonic structure. Karbelaant mode bass lines are very simple while the middle voice ornaments with
stepwise, melismatic phrases. Dumbadze mode has a highly active bass, while the melody is often ornamented with secular variations
from Gurian region folksongs.

6. A book of one hundred Dumbadze mode chants from the Shemokmedi Monastery chant school has been collected and transcribed by
scholar Davit Shughliashvili from the Artem Erkomaishvili audio archive (published 2003). A separate collection of Karbelaant mode
chant has also been prepared (published 2005).
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Pilimon Koridze ’ wrote: "Chanting was distributed throughout Georgia from the Gelati and Martvili
Monasteries... several centuries ago Sada Kilo was in practice in Guria, but now Varjishi Galoba (‘Colorful
Mode' chant, synonymous with Gamshvenebuli Kilo) is common. Mamia 1V, Governor of Guria (17th
century), was not satisfied with the Sada Kilo, so he invited singing members of the Tskvitishvili noble
family from Gelati Monastery to come and teach more complicated chant. These singers brought the
tradition of Gamshvenebuli Kilo chant with them to Guria...." 8

Deacon Razhden Khundadze ¢ wrote, "In bygone times, Gelati was the nesting ground (deda-bude) for
church chant, and in modern times some of our most famous and renowned chanters have been trained at
Gelati including Anton Dumbadze, Sino Kandelaki, Davit Chkhareli (Shotadze), and others." 1©

"How is it possible that we call this chant Imeretian mode?' 1! Exclaimed one author in the Iveria
newspaper. "This is the original chant mode of our Georgian church, begun in the times of Davit
Aghmashenebeli.? The Gelati Monastery was the nesting grounds for church chant; it was the site of the
main school and chant spread from there not only throughout the Imeretian region, but to all corners of
Georgia. The so-called Karbelaant Kilo is nothing but Gelati Monastery mode in its basic structure...." 3

The chant schools of Western Georgia were closely linked with one another, as demonstrated by the fact
that chanters were able to easily match their various styles of chant when singing together. One remarkable
story illustrates this interesting fact. Artem Erkomaishvili, a renowned Gurian chanter and singer once said,
"In the old times there was one common style of church chant. At the Martvili Monastery in Samegrelo, Dito
Chalaganidze's group still sings in this common style. Chalaganidze was Davit Dumbadze's friend. One day
there was a funeral of an important man, so a specia service was organized in his honor at the Martvili
Monastery. One of Chalaganidze's singers was ill, so | offered to help... and sang every hymn that was in
the service with their choir. Afterwards, Dito took me into his room, thanked me and asked, ‘How did you
manage to learn all those hymns at such an early age?" 14

Another interesting point illustrates the common origin of chant. Though Anton Dumbadze was a master
of the Shemokmedi Monastery mode, he sang the Gamshvenebuli Kilo from Gelati when working with
transcriber Pilimon Koridze. Presumably, this is the same style of chant that Dumbadze taught to Artem
Erkomaishvili who, years later, was able to sing at the funeral with Chalaganidze's Martvili Monastery choir.

From these various sources we conclude that church chant melodies and structures were the same
throughout Georgia, which can aso be said for the Georgian literary language. Folksongs, on the other hand,
vary widely between regions. The chants included in the present collection were selected from Abbot
Ekvtime K ereselidze's manuscripts® and are, to the best of our knowledge, examples of acommon school of
chant.*® We examine the evidence:

7. Pilimon Koridze (1835-1911), a famous opera singer, spent the last thirty years of his life transcribing nearly five thousand chants into
western notation. He worked with famous master chanters including Anton Dumbadze, Razhden Khundadze, Ivliane Tsereteli, Dimitri
Chalaganidze, and others.

8. See Historical Archive of Georgia, P. Karbelashvili's personal archive #1461-126; P. Koridze's article "A. Few Remarks on the
Historical Review of Chants and Songs by Fr. Polievktos Karbelashvili." Polievktos Karbelashvili (1855-1936) was the eldest son of
famous master chanter Grigol Karbelashvili from the village Chala in Kartli. Together with his brother Vasili Karbelashvili, he worked to
save the Eastern Georgian chant mode and wrote a book on the history of chanters and singers from the region.

9. Razhden Khundadze (1858-1929), a famous master chanter of the Gelati, Martvili, and Shemokmedi chant schools, was also a priest in
Kutaisi.

10. Deacon Razhden Khundadze, Shinauri Sakmeebi newspaper, #18, 1910

11. Imereti is the name of the region straddling the north-south mountains in central Georgia between the Kartl-Kakhetian regions to the
east and the Gurian-Megrelian regions to the west. The Gelati Monastery stands outside the Imeretian regional capital of Kutaisi.

12. 'David the Builder' was a famous king who joined three regions to create the first unified Sakartvelo 'Land of the Karts' (Georgia) in
the 12th century.

13. Iveria newspaper, About Pilimon Koridze and Church Chanting, article #259, 1890. The author points out that all varieties of chant
stem from the so-called 'Imeretian mode,' which should be more clearly termed the 'Gelati Monastery Mode.'

14. Anzor Erkomaishvili, Grandfather, p 31. Remarkable about this story is that Artem Erkomaishvili (1887-1967), who studied chant with
Melkisedek Nakashidze and grew up singing Shemokmedi Monastery chant (Gurian region) could easily sing in the chant mode of the
Megrelian choir. Shemokmedi mode sounds distinctly unique from Gelati mode. The fact that Artem Erkomaishvili also knew a basic
structure of church chant which was compatible with the mode sung by the Martvili Monastery choir implies a pedagogy (now lost)
whereby students learned a common Sada Kilo before learning regional variation. At age twenty-two, Artem Erkomaishvili already knew
both Gelati mode and Shemokmedi mode.

15. Ekvtime Kereselidze (1865-1944), now a saint of the Georgian Orthodox Church. Between 1912 and 1936 Kereselidze organized and
recopied the approximately 5500 rough-draft transcriptions inherited from Pilimon Koridze and Maxime Sharadze's Thilisi Press. During
this time his life was threatened repeatedly, but he was able to continue safeguarding himself and the chant manuscripts by moving
between the Gelati, Tsvetitskhoveli, and Zedazani Monasteries. In 1936 the chants were safely delivered to friends in the State Manuscript
Archive, where they were kept safe but largely unseen until 1988.

16. Nowhere in the Kereselidze manuscripts are the chants referred to as 'Gelati school' or 'Gelati Mode,' therefore this essay examines
the basis for stating that one common school of Sada Kilo chant existed, and that this chant was developed at the Gelati Monastery.
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1. The chant mode in the manuscripts is Western Georgian. It is known that in Western Georgia chant
spread from the Gelati and Martvili Monasteries.

2. Pilimon Koridze transcribed chant from representatives of three regions: From the Guria region were
Anton Dumbadze and his students Melkisedek Nakashidze and priest Nestor Kontridze; representing the
Samegrelo region was Dimitri Chalaganidze; from the Imereti region came Ivliane Tsereteli, Aristovle
Kutateladze, and Deacon Razhden Khundadze (who was born in Guria but worked in Kutaisi).!” Other
chanters were also present. The transcriptions from these master chanters show the similarity of their
collective chant education even though they represented such a diverse areain Western Georgia'® From an
article in the Iveria newspaper, we read a similar observation. "It is an interesting fact that at the auditions
for the transcription project, al of the chanters sang together similarly as if they had studied with the same
teacher. Dumbadze from Guria, Chalaganidze from Samegrelo, Kandelaki from the village of Gelati,
Medzmariashvili from Lower Imereti, loseb Tsereteli from Upper Imereti, V. Kutateladze from the town of
Khoni... they al chanted in the same mode. They inspected Koridze's transcriptions and agreed upon the
correct mode together." *°

3. Gamshvenebuli Kilo (‘Colorful Mode) chant has clear links with Sada Kilo (‘Plain Mode') chant.
Ekvtime Keresglidze copied examples of chants in all three modes in the manuscript Q674, where it is easy
to see the development from Sada Kilo to Namavili Kilo to Gamshvenebuli Kilo. When transcribing,
Pilimon Koridze sourced the Gamshvenebuli Kilo chants as originating from the Gelati school, therefore it
follows that the Sada Kilo also comes from Gelati.

Modern studies on the pre-western notational systems (neumes) in Georgian manuscripts reveal a close
relationship between examples from the nineteenth century and from the Middle Ages?® From the eleventh
to the eighteenth century there was a natural development of chant that closely followed rules of canonical
chant melody, but in the nineteenth century the tradition was amost lost. In the twentieth century, any
chance of chant preservation or revival was frozen (in an atheist regime). The history of chant can be
divided into three periods. the era of Sada Kilo, the era of Namdvili Kilo chant, and the era of
Gamshvenebuli Kilo chant.

The era of Sada Kilo (approximately 7th - 11th centuries) was characterized by the composition,
unification, and eventual distribution of chant to various schools throughout Georgia Sada Kilo is
homophonic and follows a strict canonical rule with simple harmonic and melodic movements.?! In Sada
Kilo the verbal text is stronger than the music. We believe that medieval neume notation most likely depicts
chant in Sada Kilo, and in neither the written nor the oral record isthere any indication that chant has
radically transformed or changed from that time.

Furthermore, we presume that in the eighteenth to nineteenth centuries, the transmission of the chant
tradition was similar to the Middle Ages. In reference to the earliest known Georgian hymnographers,
twentieth century scholar Ivane Javakhishvili translated a reference to Giorgi Mtatsmindeli (George of
Mount Athos) from old Georgian to modern Georgian, "...young Giorgi easily and quickly memorized the
harmonization of the voices to the chant melodies.” 22 This quote seems to indicate that students first studied
the canonical first-voice melodies, as passed down through the line of master chanters, then learned the
theory of harmonizing these melodies in the second and third voices.??

17. In the first major transcription effort (1884-1885), Dumbadze, Chalaganidze, Tsereteli, and Khundadze worked together from
1885-1887 to figure out the most important chants to transcribe with Pilimon Koridze, and in what mode they should be sung.

18. See Pilimon Koridze, Score #1, Tpilisi, 1895

19. Iveria newspaper, author unknown, 1890, #259

20. Doctoral Dissertation by Manana Andriadze, Ph.D., "Genres of Chant and the Tradition of Neumatic Notation According to 19th
Century Georgian Manuscripts," 1998

21. See Manuscript Q674, Sabavshvo Tsirvis Tsesi, 'Children's Service Mode'

22. Ivane Javakhishvili, Basic Aspects of Georgian Music History, 1938, quote as written down by scribe, Priest-Monk Giorgi. Of note is
that the word for 'harmonization' has been translated from Old Georgian 'shets'qobileba galobata' to Modern Georgian 'hangebis
shebaneba.'

23. loane Petritsi, 11th century philosopher and theologian, named the three voices of Georgian chant: mzakhr, meaning 'to call’, first
voice; zhir, meaning 'second’ (in Mingrelian dialect), second voice; bam, possible ancestor to current 'ban' which means bass, third voice
(ertbamad in Mingrelian dialect means to collect, to blend, to remain together).
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The underlying structure of Sada Kilo among the varieties of chant in the modern erais just one more
example of the nation's cultural unity and musical heritage despite centuries of invasion and conquest. Sada
Kilo expresses the qualities of simplicity, humility, and prayerful willingness. It is not intended to be
performed for emotional effect. The text and music balance one another and the melodic phrases are
bal anced with in three-voiced harmony.

The era of Namdvili Kilo chant (approximately 11th -16th centuries) begins as the voice parts begin to be
dightly ornamented, though text and music are still equal in function. Most of the chants in the present
collection are in Namdvili Kilo, combining elements of both Sada Kilo and Gamshvenebuli Kilo.

The era of Gamshvenebuli Kilo chant (approximately 16th - 19th centuries) is distinguished by the
relative development of the music over the text. One can note that the tempo of the chant is decreased so
that voice movements can be more active, allowing voices to cross over one another, increase range, and
develop complicated harmonic structures.?* The lengthening of the melody especially enables voices to
move actively in the final cadences, thus creating brilliant musical textures.?® During this period, a particular
form of ornamentation called 'Chreli' was developed (see p. 58 of this collection, phrase 'Gabriel’). In this
case, the Chreli is an inserted phrase of music to highlight and elongate an important word within the text.
Examples of Sada Kilo, Namavili Kilo, and Gamshvenebuli Kilo occur side by side in the Manuscript
Q674, clearly showing a gradual development between them. In order to have a better understanding of the
inner nature of Georgian chant, it will be necessary to carry out both theoretical and practical research to
facilitate the further study of this important subject.

% * *x

The practical revival of Orthodox Church chant in Georgia has been lead by members of the Anchiskhati
Church Choir. This choir actively researches the chant transcriptions from the beginning of the twentieth
century and first brought these hymns back into practice in 1988 when they began singing in the
Anchiskhati Church. Because of their daily experience singing the chants from this volume, discrepancies
between normal practice and the transcriptions have been corrected. Taking this experience serioudly, the
editors of this volume believe it to be error free.

However, we would like to discuss the process of editing the chant transcriptions because of the
important and difficult nature of this work. The scale of medieval Georgian chant does not correspond to the
tempered scale or to the five-line notational system that represents it.2® But without a uniquely fitted
notational system to work with, nineteenth and twentieth century musicologists were forced to transcribe
onto the five-line staff. As a result of this necessity, the natural sound of Georgian chant and the unique
Georgian tuning systems have been lost. Unfortunately, this publication cannot make up for this drawback,
and must likewise publish in western staff notation.?’

The process of preparing original manuscripts for publication for common practice in Georgia today has
required a small degree of informed guesswork. Following are three examples of the types of editing we
have found necessary. The first example illustrates the inaccuracy of the original material itself, the second
example shows a change we have made in the voice movements which we consider more appropriate for the
tempered scale, and the third example shows not just separate incorrect parts, but a whole stanza that is
incorrect. Let's discuss each example:

24. For examples of Gamshvenebuli Kilo chant see, 1) Gelati chant in Pilimon Koridze's Edition #1; 2) Shemokmedi chant i.e. Dumbadze
mode in two collections of scores compiled by Kakhi Rosebashvili (1968); 3) Kakhetian chant i.e. Karbelaant mode, published 2005.

25. See the Kontakion Zesta Mbrdzolisa on page 134 of this volume for a classic example of Gamshvenebuli Kilo ornamentation.

26. See article in Khelovneba Journal, #7, 1992. Original Georgian scales varied by region, but in general Georgian scale steps are
somewhat larger than tempered scale half steps and smaller than whole steps. The strongest interval in Georgian harmony is the perfect
fifth. Other intervals within chords tune according to their placement within the mode. Refer to Anchiskhati Choir recordings for audio
examples of modern experimentation with former tuning models.

27. Attempts to discover the ancient tuning method have several sources. One or two recordings of sacred chant survive from the
1907-1914 recording projects of the English Gramophone Company. In 1949 eleven recordings were made of three famous Gurian
singers, and in 1966 Artem Erkomaishvili recorded all three voices to one hundred Dumbadze Kilo chants. Coupled with knowledge of
Georgian folk tuning, scholars compare these archival recordings with the thousands of five-line notation transcriptions in efforts to
understand the former tuning methods.
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Example 1. Daplulni Shentana. Palm Sunday Troparion, Tone 4 (see Manuscript Q674, pp. - 525-527).

In the original this exampleis asfollows:
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In this case, it should be considered that in most all variants of Tropariain Tone 4, in both manuscript
and audio recordings, the chant does not modulate more than one whole step up or down from the initial
mode. At the end of the chant, as arule, it moves down one whole step and remains there. In the manuscript
for the Troparion for Palm Sunday (Ex. 1), the chant modulates two whole tones lower than the original
mode, but in our opinion this chant is not an exception to the genera rule and is in fact an example of an
error on the part of the transcriber. Therefore, when the phrase Aghdgomita Shenita begins, instead of the
notes do, la, do in the first, second, and third voices respectively (C, A, C), there must be the notes re, ti, re
(D, B, D) with the rest of the chant being sung in the corresponding tonality (see edited version, p 144 of
this collection).

Example 2. Fragment from the IX Irmos of The Entrance into the Temple of Our Most Holy Lady,
Birth-Giver of God (see Manuscript Q674, p. 418):
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In the original version the three phrases end in the interval of a fifth. We have edited them to end in
unison (see pp.57-58 of this collection).?®

Example 3. Fina stanza of the Troparion of the Circumcision of Our Lord Jesus Christ, in Tone 1 (see
Manuscript Q674, pp. 462-463):
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The melodic line of this stanza is unclear and seems to indicate that the transcriber made a mistake.
According to Razhden Khundadze's manuscripts there is another chant, Upalo Ghaghadvgav, which is sung
in the same Tone. We solved the issue of the uncharacteristic and vague melody in the phrase in Example 3
by using the melody from Khundadze's manuscript (see pp. 84-85 of this collection).?®

The present chant collection is accompanied by a compact disc recording made by the Anchiskhati Choir
in 1995. It is the philosophy of the Anchiskhati Choir that the singing of sacred chant must be accompanied
by an attitude and manner consistent with the canonical teachings of the church.

In closing we would like to acknowledge the professional advice of Nodar Mamisashvili, the editor of
this collection, Ekvtime Kochlamazashvili for his help in editing the text, and Lamara Kgjaia, who assisted
by delivering many photocopied manuscripts to the Georgian Patriarchate. While preparing this book, the
blessings of our spiritual fathers have guided us to continue with our work.

We gladly welcome all remarks concerning the insufficiencies of this edition.

Malkhaz Erkvanidze, Anchiskhati Choir Director

28. Final chord of the original is equivalent to the end of the second stanza on p. 58
29. Fourth measure of the original corresponds to the first stanza, first measure of p. 85
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PREFACE

Through the course of time, every nation chooses its own way to civilization. If the choice is correct, then
the civilization is merged with the spiritual elevation of its people, and when this happens great originality is
bornin the national culture. The progress of the nation depends on the depth of its people.

As long ago as the fourth century, Christianity was adopted in Georgia. In people's consciousness to be
Christian and to be Georgian became synonymous. Such was the historical reality that gave birth to the
Georgian Orthodox chants. They were born out of the Liturgy as "sweet grace." * Chant was born, because
it was "as necessary as tears when a person weeps or rejoices, as the natural response of the heart when it is
joyful or happy." ** It was born as a great achievement in cultural history and at the same time as a
uniquely Georgian phenomenon.

The canon of Orthodox hymnography left by the Holy Fathers, including the incredible eight-tone
system, alowed each nation the possibility to expand its creative individuality. Thisis why Georgian chant
came to be expressed in three-part harmony with the particular scales, melodies, and polyphony close to the
Georgian musical sensibility. The unique polyphony of chant was created to express the perfection and unity
of the Divine Trinity. The foundation of universal harmony is based on, as loane Petrits called it, "the
principle of unification and merging." ***

It is interesting that as Georgian chant developed, unique performance traits also developed such as the
sonorous division of consonants, stressed repetitions of one syllable under one ligature, and the combination
of complex parallelism in the upper voice parts and counterpoint in the bass voice. The high aesthetic value
and complexity of chant indicate the presence of a master school of hymnography in Georgia. Such a
location might have been at the Martvili, Gelati, or Igalto Theological Academies. The existence of such an
academy is also supported by the brilliant masterpiece of medieval spiritual art by Michael Modrekili, in
which can be found neumatic musical notation. Grigol Khandzteli, ninth century hymnologist, classified old
and new hymns and indicates embellished forms in his writings. Many nineteenth and twentieth century
scholars mentioned that complicated Georgian hymns existed around the country and were an indivisible
part of the musical culture. Georgian culture not only supported strong schools of hymnography but
Georgian chant was firmly established within the singing tradition of musical families throughout Georgia.

Unfortunately, the policies of Russian Tsarism in the nineteenth century and Soviet annexation in the
twentith century caused irreparable damage to the Georgian chant tradition. Many churches were destroyed,
chanting was forbidden, and the great majority of chants were forgotten. For this reason, the collection and
publication of Georgian Orthodox chant is a great gesture of patriotism not only from a historical
perspective, but also for the purpose of saving the spiritual culture of this nation.

It is of specia importance to note Makhaz Erkvanidze's careful and prudent approach to the difficult task
of selecting and editing hymns. Even those who were well accustomed with chant at the turn of the last
century made mistakes in the origina transcriptions. The hymns collected in this volume are sung in the
"Imeretian Mode," but to be more precise they are characterized by the harmonies, melodies, and eight-tone
system which was presumably refined in the Gelati Monastery at a certain period in history.

This volume will be of interest not only for practicing Orthodox Christians, but for everyone who values
spiritualy purified, elevated music. The written notation is augmented with a recording of authentic
Georgian chanting.

Composer Nodar Mamisashvili

* Sulkhan-Saba Orbeliani - Medieval writer.

** lia Chavchavadze, 19th century writer, enlightener.

*** |pane Petritsi - 12th century philosopher and theologian.
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International transcription of the

Georgian a phabet

A simple guide to pronunciation of Georgian words

Not al Georgian sounds can be adequately explained or represented by European languages, bat

here is some guidance.

a-smple"a" asin"are"
b - smple"b" asin" big"
g-smple"g" asin "good"
d-simple" d" asin"day"
e-asin"a"
V-asin"visa'
Z-asin"zoo"
t-asin"ted"

| - asin"England"

K - asin Spanish "Yote Keiro"
| - asin"left"

m - asin "me"
N-asin"no"
0-asin"adways'

p' - asin French "petit"

zh -as"J" inFrench"Jet'aime"

r -asin"ring"

S- asin"stop"

t' - asin the French "tete"
u-asin"bull"

p - asin"painting"

g - asin"Queen" or "Kate"

gh - as"R" in French "Paris"

d' - Impossible to give parallelsto any of the
European languages. Press the back of the
tongue to the posterior wall of the pharynx
and pronounce "K". Something like "K" asin
German "Kirsten" but more glotalised.

sh - asin "show"

ch - asin"child"

ts- asinthe end of "cats"

dz - asin the and of "beds"

ts - abit like the end of "tents" with asmall
explosion between the tongue and the upper
teeth at the end on the''s' so without the
release of breath (non aspirated)

ch' - thisis very difficult to explain with
European pardlels. In English the sound
"ch" would normally release air but thisis
glottal stopped the sound being trapped
between the a closed larynx and the tongue
so that air squeezes out making alittle
explosion.

kh - asin"J. S. Bach"

] -asin "John"

h - asin"Helen"
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HYMNS OF
"THE TWELVE GREAT FEASTS OF OUR LORD AND IMMOVABLE FEASTS'.

ANNOTATION

According to the Orthodox Calendar, the Feasts of the Church are divided into three
categories:

1) The Twelve Great Feasts of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ: Christmas / Nativity of
Christ, the Manifestation of God (Epiphany), the Meeting of the Lord, Pam Sunday, the
Annunciation of the Mother of God, the Ascension of our Lord Jesus Christ, Pentecost (Trinity
Sunday or Whitsunday), the Transfiguration of our Lord, (seven of them are directly connected
with the Savior, one of them - the Pentecost, is the Feast of the descent of the Holy Ghost), the
Falling asleep of the Mother of God, The Nativity of the Birth-giver of God, The Presentation
in the Temple of the Mother of God, and the Exaltation (Setting up) of the Precious and
Life-giving Cross. The Twelve Great Feasts are included in the regular course of the Feasts of
our Lord. Easter, as the Feast of Feasts excels all the other Feasts. It has special festal service,
SO it needs a separate collection of hymns.

2) Medium Feasts: the Circumcision of our Lord Jesus Christ and the Feast of St. Basil the
Great, the Nativity of St. John the Forerunner, the Feast of St Peter and St. Paul, the Feast of
St. Nicolas the Wonderworker, the Feast of St. Michael the Archangel and of the other
Bodiless Powers of Heaven.

3) Minor Feasts, which commemorate some of the Great Saints, for example: St. Barbara,
St. John of Zedazeni and others.

This collection includes ailmost al the Feasts of the first and second category, which are
celebrated by all Orthodox churches. As for the Feasts of the third category this collection
contains only the Feasts dedicated to the memory of the most popular saints in Georgia, as
celebrated by the Georgian Orthodox Church. Unfortunately, we couldn't include all the
Feast-day chants into one volume.

The Feasts are divided into those that are 'immovable’ and those that are 'movable.’ The
immovable Feasts are always celebrated on definite dates, for example: the Annunciation
(March 25), Christmas (December 25), and the Transfiguration (August 6), while the movable
Feasts are dependent on the date of Easter.

It should be noted that the Georgian Church continues to follow the old Julian Calendar.

September 1 - The Church New Year.

According to the Gospel, our Lord Jesus Christ entered the Temple of the Jews and was
reading the Book of Isaiah (see Luke 4,19, Is. 61,1-2). "...the acceptable year of the Lord...." It
happened on September 1. For this reason the Church celebrates the first-day of Indiction,
(which was fixed by Caesar of Rome), because on this day He entered the Temple and
appeared before the people present.

The Hymn: "Creator of all..."

In the hymn we ask the Lord, who has overseen centuries with his grace, to bless the
coming new year, to protect his flock, and through the intercessions of the Mother of God, give
us his Great Mercy.

The Gradual of the Apostalic: see psalm 146,5.
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September 8 - The Nativity of the Mother of God.

The Feast of the Nativity of the Theotokos is the first immovable Feast among the twelve
Gresat Feasts.

The story of Nativity is related in the apocrypha work of the Il century "The Gospel
according to Jacob." The Feast was canonized by the Church inthe IV century.

The Hymn: "Thy Holy Nativity, O Virgin Mother of God, hath proclaimed joy unto all the
universe; for from thee is risen the Sun of Righteousness, even Christ our God. And having
destroyed the Curse, he hath bestowed a blessing; and having brought Death to naught, he hath
given unto uslife eternal”.

The Exaltation: We magnify thee, O most holy Virgin, and do homage to thy holy Parents,
and exalt thy glorious Nativity.

Refrain to the I X Canticle: Magnify, O my soul, the most glorious Nativity of the Mother
of God.

| X Theme-song: Thee, who from thy virgin womb ineffably didst incarnate God, the Light
which shone forth before the Sun was made, and came down to us in the flesh, O blessed,
all-pure Birth-giver of God, we magnify.

The Gradual: My soul doth magnify the Lord, and my spirit hath rejoiced in God my
savior (Luke 1, 46-47).

The Communion Hymn: | will take the cup of salvation, and call upon the Name of the
Lord.

September 13 - The Feast of St. Queen Ketevan.

Saint Ketevan was the queen of the Kakheti region in eastern Georgia (1577 - 1605). She
was tortured for the faith in Christ by the Shah of Iran - Abaz I.

The Hymn: "Tortured with"

In the hymn we praise the saint's patience in torments through which she inherited the
Heavenly Kingdom, instead of atemporary one and we ask her intercessions before God.

The Gradual: see psam 67, 36.

September 14 - The Elevation of the Precious Cross of the Lord.

The Elevation of the Cross is the second Feast among the immovable Feasts. This Feast
commemorates the discovery and miraculous exaltation of the Cross of Our Savior during the
reign of Byzantine Emperor Constantine the Great (1V century).

The Hymn: "O Lord, save thy people, and bless thine inheritance, granting victory over
enemies unto our Ruler N, and through thy Cross preserving thine Estate".

The Exaltation: "We magnify thee, O life - giving Christ, and do homage to thy Holy
Cross, whereby thou hast saved us from - the works of the enemy".

Refrain to the I X Canticle: "Magnify, O my soul, the al - precious Cross of the Lord".

| X Theme-Song: "Thou art the mystical Paradise, O Mother of God, who though unfilled
didst bud forth Christ, by whom the life - bearing Tree of the Cross was planted upon earth.
For which cause, now, at its Elevation, adoring it, we magnify thee".

Antiphon |: "O God, My God, hear me: why hast thou forsaken me?"

Refrain to the | Antiphon: "Through the prayers of the Birth- giver of God, O Savior,
saveus'.

Refrain to the Il Antiphon: "Save, O Son of God, who wast crucified in the flesh, us who
sing unto thee. Alleluia’.

The Introit: see psalm 98, 5; "Thy Cross do we adore, O Master, and thy Holy
Resurrection do we glorify".

The Gradual: see psalm 98, 5.
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September 26 - The Feast of St. John the Divine.

St. John, called "the beloved disciple of Christ" in the Gospel, (see: John 20,2; 21,7; 21,20).
He wrote the Fourth Gospel, the Book of Revelation, and
Epistles, and died at a venerable old age.

The Hymn: "Apostle of Christ"
In the hymn we ask the Apostle for the intercessions before Him, whose breast he leaned
against and to grant us His tender mercies.

The Gradual: see psalm 18, 5.

October 1 - Svetitskhovioba and the Feast of the Vesture of the Lord.

Svetitskhoveli is the main Cathedral of the Georgian Church. It was built in the ancient
capital of Mtskheta, near present-day Thilisi. Under the foundation of the cathedral is buried
the Vesture of the Lord. After the Crucification, a Jew from Mtskheta obtained the Vesture at
auction and brought it back with him to Georgia

The Hymn: "The Feast of the Catholic Church..."

In the hymn we praise the Feast of the Svetitskhoveli cathedra and the Vesture, and
magnify the Mother of God and worship Him to Whom She gave birth.

Refrain to the | X Canticle: "Magnify, O my soul the life-giving Vesture of the Lord".

| X Theme-Song: God isthe Lord, and hath revealed Himself unto us. Come, let us prepare
a feast, let us magnify Christ with gladness and with palms and tree branches, crying aoud
unto him in hymns: Blessed is he that cometh in the Name of the Lord our Savior".

The Gradual: see psam 98, 7.

November 8 - The Feast of the Holy Archangels.

The Feast of the Archangels of God, Michael, Gabriel, and other incorporeal powers. This
is a Il category Feast (Medium Feasts) and dates to the IV century. Archangel Michadl is
caled the Archistratige of the Bodiless Powers, and Gabriel is a messenger of divine
providence.

The Hymn: "Archangels of Heaven..."

In the hymn we pray to the Archangelsto protect and defend us from tempest and tribul ation.

The Exaltation: We magnify the Archangels, Angels, Seraphim, and Cherubim.

The Gradual: see psalm 103, 4.

November 10 - The Feast of Holy Hieromartyr George.

St. George was born in Cappadocia and was tortured by the Emperor Diocletian in the year
303 AD. He is the most revered saint in Georgia and is considered the protector of the
Georgian Church and nation. The Feast of St. George is celebrated twice a year on November
10 and April 23.

The Hymn: "Liberator of Captives...".

In the hymn we acclaim him as the liberator of captives and the helper of the sick and poor
and ask him for hisintercession before God.

The Exaltation: In the Exaltation we glorify St. George and his martyrdom, which he has
took upon himself for the glory of Christ.

The Gradual: see psam 63, 11.
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November 21 - The Entrance into the Temple by the Most Holy Birth-Giver of
God.

The Feast belongs to the Twelve Great Feasts and is immovable according to the calendar.
The story of the Entrance into the Temple of Our Lady is preserved in Holy Tradition and tells
how three year old Mary entered the Holy of Holies.

The Hymn: "Today is the foreshadowing of the beneficence of God which isto come, and
the heralding of man's salvation. The Virgin is clearly manifested in the temple of God, and in
anticipation announced! Christ unto all men. Unto her let us, also, cry aoud: Hail, thou who
art the fulfillment of the Creator's providence".

The Exaltation: We magnify thee, O al-holy Virgin, Maiden chosen by the Lord, and do
homage to thy Presentation in the temple of the Lord".

Refrain to the I X Canticle: "The Angels marveled when they beheld the Presentation of
the All-Pure One: with what glory she entered into the Holy of Holies".

I X Theme-Song: "Let no hand profane in any way to touch the Giving Arm of God; but let
the lips of the faithful unceasingly chant Salutations of the Angel to the Birth-Giver of God,
and cry aloud with rgjoicing: "Thou art, in very truth, higher than all men, O Virgin pure!".

November 30 - The Feast of Holy Apostle Andrew.

The Georgian Church particularly celebrates the commemoration of Apostle Andrew the
First-Called. He preached the Gospel together with Apostle Simon of Canaan in Georgiain the
first century, (see Matthew 10,2; Mark 1,16; Luke 6,14).

The Hymn: "Like the Apostles...".

In the hymn we appeal to him as the First-Called among the apostles and as the brother of
Peter, asking mercy for our souls and for all the world.

December 4 - The Feast of Holy Martyr Barbara.

St. Barbara lived and was tortured in the times of Emperor Maximilian (305 - 311).
TheHymn: "Do homage to St. Barbara...."
In the hymn we do venerate St. Barbara, who renounced the devil's temptations with the aid of
the Holy Cross.

December 6 - The Feast of St. Nicholas the Wonder-Worker .

St. Nicholas was the archbishop of Myrna (345 - 351) and is a favorite saint of many
nations. The Lord gave him the gift of working miracles, and he lived to a venerable old age.

TheHymn: "A rule of faith..."
In the hymn we praise his strong faith, his peace, his fasting, for which he gained imperishable
wealth, and ask hisintercession before Christ.

The Exaltation: In the Exaltation we glorify and honor St. Nicholas - our intercessor
before God.
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December 25 - The Nativity of Christ; Christmas.

Christmas is the foremost Feast among the Twelve Great Feasts.

For information about Christmas see Matthew 1,2; Luke 1,26-80; 2,1-20.

The Hymn: Thy Nativity, O Christ our God, hath arisen upon the world as the light of
wisdom. For by it, they who worshipped the stars were taught to adore thee. The orient from
on high, 0 Lord, glory to thee.

The Exaltation: "We magnify thee, 0 Life-Giving Christ, who for our sake now art born in
the flesh of the Virgin Mary, unwedded and most pure".

Refrain to the [ X Canticle: "Magnify, Oh my soul, the Virgin, the All-Pure Birth-Giver of
God, more honorable and more glorious than the hosts on high".

| X Theme-Song: "A mystery strange and most glorious | behold: The cavern resembled
Heaven: the Virgin-Cherubim, the Virgin, the manger, the universe, the manger where in
layeth Christ our God, whom nothing may contain. Him, therefore, do we magnify, praising
him in song.

Refrain to Antiphon I: "Through the prayers of the Birth-Giver of God, Savior, save us."

Refrain to the Il Antiphon: "0 Son of God, who was born of a Virgin, save us who sing
unto thee Alleluia."

The Introit: Out of the womb, before the morning star have | begotten thee: the Lord hath
sworn and will not repent: thou art a Priest forever, after the order of Melchizedek (see psalm
109, 3, 4).

Collect Hymn: Today a Virgin bringeth forth the Super-Substantial, and earth offereth a
cavern to the Unapproachable; Angels together with the Shepherds sing praises; the Wise Men
journey on with the Star. For our sakes God, who is before al the ages, is born alittle child.”

"As many as are baptized into Christ have put on Christ, Alleluia” - Instead of "O
Holy God, Holy Mighty."

The Gradual: see psam 65, 4.

January 1 - The Circumcision of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the Feast of St.
Basi| the Great.

About the Circumcision see Luke 2,21

St. Basil the Great was born in 330 and was the archbishop of Cappadocian Caesarea. The
day of his commemoration is celebrated all over the world. He is considered the Great Father
of the Church, the great Mentor, and has many exegetical and homiletical works. The Liturgy
of St. Basil the Great is performed as the Divine Liturgy ten times a year in the Orthodox
Church.

The Hymn of the Circumcision of Our L ord Jesus Christ: "Who upon the throne...."
In the hymn we praise and glorify the Lord, born from a Virgin, who sits on the Heavenly
Throne and deigned to incarnate and to circumcise for us.

The Hymn of St. Basil the Great: "All the earth...."
In the hymn we glorify St. Basil whose preaching was spread all over the world and
strengthened people's faith, and we beseech him to pray for us before God.

The Gradual |: see psalm 27,9.

TheGradual 11: see psalm 48,4.

The Hymn: "All of creation..." is sung during the liturgy instead of, "It is truly meet...."
This hymn is dedicated to the Mother of God.
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January 6 - The Epiphany (The Manifestation of God).

The Epiphany is one of the twelve immovable feasts of our Lord and Savior. References to
Epiphany can be found in Matthew 3,13-17; Mark 1,9-11; Luke 3,21-22; John 1,25-33.

The Hymn: "When thou wast baptized in Jordan O Lord, the worship of the Trinity was
made manifest. For the voice of the Father bore witness unto thee, calling thee his beloved
Son, and the Spirit, in the form of a Dove, confirmed the steadfastness of that word: O Christ
our God, who didst manifest thyself, and dost enlighten the world, glory to thee".

The Exaltation: "We magnify thee, O Life-Giving Christ, who for our sake wast baptized
by John in the waters of the Jordan".

Refrain to the I X Canticle: "Magnify, O my soul, her who is more honorable than the
hosts on high, even the most pure Virgin Birth-Giver of God".

X Theme-Song: No tongue hath power worthily to praise thee, and even the
super-mundane mind is perplexed how to hymn thee, O Birth-Giver of God. As much as thou
art gracious, accept thou our faith for the God-inspired love as thou knowest. For thou art the
Intercessor of Christians. We magnify thee.

Refrain to the Antiphon |: "Through the prayers of the Birth-Giver of God, Savior, save
us'.

Refrain to the Antiphon I1: "O Son of God, who wast baptized in the Jordan, save us who
sing unto thee, Alleluia."

Thelntroit: see psalm 117,26-27.

The Gradual: see psalm 117,26-27.

January 14 - The Feast of Saint Nino, Evangelizer of Georgians.

St. Nino was born in Cappadocia in the IV century. The Church calls her an equal to the
Apostles. Her name is connected to the spreading and confirmation of Christianity in Georgia
in the year 325.

The Hymn: In the hymn we beseech the Evangelizer of Georgians to intercede for us.

The Exaltation: We magnify her as the bringer of joy and as the guide of the Georgian
Nation.

January 26 - The Feast of the King, St. David the Builder.

St. King David 1V the Builder reigned in Georgia in 1089-1125. His name is associated
with the advancement of the state and with the cultural and spiritual elevation of the country.

The Hymn: "The Wonders...."

In the hymn we appeal to God, who gifted wisdom and miraculous power to King David,
and ask Him to grant the richness of his mercy through the prayers of King David.

February 2 - The Meeting of The Lord.

The Meeting is an immovable Feast of our Lord (see Luke 2,22 - 40).

The Hymn: "Hail, O Virgin Birth-Giver of God; for from thee hath shone forth the Sun of
Righteousness, Christ our God, who giveth light to those who are in darkness. And rejoice that
didst receive in thine arms the Redeemer of our souls, who giveth unto us resurrection.”

The Exaltation: "We magnify thee, O Life-Giving Christ, and we do homage to thy
Mother most pure, by whom thou hast now been brought into the Temple of the Lord,
according to the Law.
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Refrain to the I X Canticle: O Virgin, Birth-Giver of God, the Hope of Christians, protect,
guard, and save those who put their trust in thee.

| X Theme-Song: "In the Scriptures do we, the faithful, behold the symbol of every male
child who first left the womb, as consecrated to God: wherefore, also, the first-born Word of
the Father, who is from everlasting the first-born Son of his Mother who know not man, do we
magnify".

Thelntroit: see psam 97,2.

March 25 - The Annunciation of the Most Holy Virgin.

The Annunciation is one of the twelve immovable Feasts (see Luke 1,26-56).

The Hymn: Today is the crown of our salvation and the manifestation of that mystery
which is ever-lasting: The Son of God becometh the Son of a Virgin, and Gabriel announces
the glad tidings of grace. Wherefore, let us also cry aloud with him unto the Birth-giver of
God: Halil, thou that art full of grace, the Lord iswith thee.

The Exaltation: "The chant of the Archangel we sing unto thee, O Pure One. Hail, thou
that art full of grace, the Lord is with thee."

Refrain of the I X Canticle: "O Earth, proclam the great gladness! And the Heavens,
praise ye the glory of God."

The Collect-Hymn: We, thy servants, in that we have been delivered from Calamities, do
offer unto thee O Birth-Giver of God, who as victorious chieftain warrest for us, songs of
triumph and thanksgiving: Do thou also, in that thou hast might invincible, free us from all
assaults, that we may cry unto thee: Hail, O Bride unwedded.

The Gradual: see psalm 95,2.

The 6th Sunday of Great Lent: Palm Sunday.

Pam Sunday is included in the cycle of the twelve Feasts of our Lord, but is movable,
being celebrated
on the Sunday previous to Easter (see Mark 11, 1-10; John XII, 12-15).

The Hymn: Thou didst raise Lazarus from the Dead, O Christ God, making certain the
universal resurrection, before thy Passion. For which cause we, of Isragl children, bearing the
emblems of victory, cry aoud unto thee, the Conqueror of Death: Hosanna in the highest!
Blessed is he that cometh in the Name of the Lord.

The Hymn: Having been buried with thee in baptism, O Christ Our Lord, We have been
vouchsafed life immortal through thy Resurrection, and singing praises unto thee, we cry:
Hosannain the highest! Blessed is he that cometh in the Name of the Lord.

The Exaltation: we magnify thee, O Life-Giving Christ! Hosanna in the highest! And we
cry aoud unto thee: Blessed is he that cometh in the Name of the Lord.

| X Theme-Song: "God is the Lord, and hath revealed himself unto us. O come, let us make
ready afeast, let us magnify Christ with gladness and with palms and branches of trees, crying
aoud unto him in hymns: Blessed is he that cometh in the Name of the Lord our Savior."

Refrain to |1 _Antiphon: "Save O Son of God, who didst sit upon an ass, us who sing unto
thee: Alleluia’.
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May 7 - The Feast of our Venerable Father John of Zedazeni and His twelve
Followers.

St. John of Zedazeni and his twelve disciples came from Assyria, in the middle of the VI
century. They did great service in spreading and strengthening Christianity, and establishing
monastic lifein Georgia

The Hymn: "Among twelve fathers..."

In the hymn we appeal to Father John, the Luminary of the Church, who populated the
wilderness, dispersed the crowds of devils, and we proclaim unto him, the great Father among
the Fathers, hisintercession before the Lord.

The Gradual: see psalm 115,15.

May 9 - The Feast of St. Shio of Mghvime.

St. Shio of Mghvime was one of the disciples of St. John of Zedazeni (see May 7). He
established a monastery which bears his name near the city of Mtskheta. God has granted him
the talent of wonder-working, and his holy relics display miraculous power even today.

The Hymn: "Winged from the youth..."

In the hymn we appeal to Father Shio, winged like an angel from youth, who did great
service for the Georgian people. We glorify the Creator, and thank St. Shio for helping his
believers by curing their souls through his holy relics.

May 13 - The Feast of Venerable Father Ekvtime of Athos.

St. Ekvtime of Athos is considered a luminary of the Georgian Church. He was born in
Georgiain the X century, and spent most of hislife on the Holy Mountain of Athos. His name
Is associated with many trandations of theological works from Greek to Georgian and from
Georgian to Greek.

The Hymn: "Preceptor of the Orthodoxy...".

In the hymn we appeal to him as the preceptor of the Orthodox and the rule of bishops,
beseeching him to enlighten us with his teaching and to be our intercessor before God.

The Ascension of our Lord Jesus Christ (fortieth day after Easter).

The Ascension is a movable Feast and is always celebrated on the fortieth day after Easter
(see Mark 16,19; Luke 24,50-52; The Acts of Apostles 1,9-11).

The Hymn: "Thou art ascended up into glory, O Christ our God, having made joyful thy
disciples by the promise of thy Holy Spirit, the blessing which has been announced unto them,
for thou art the Son of God, the Redeemer of the world."

The Exaltation: "We magnify thee, O life-Giving Christ, and do homage to thy divine
Ascension into heaven in thy holy flesh".

Refrain to the | X Canticle: Magnify O my soul, the Life-Giver, who hath ascended up
from earth into heaven."

| X Theme-Song: "Thee, who above understanding and speech didst become the Mother of
God, and ineffably didst bring forth in time him who knows not time, we faithful, with one
accord, do magnify."

Refrain to 11 Antiphon: "Save, O Son of God, who art ascended up in glory, those who
sing unto thee Alleluia".

Thelntroit: see psam 46, 6.

The Gradual: see psalm 56,6.

223



The Feast of the Venerable Father David of Garegji (Thursday after the
Ascension).

St. David of Gareji was one of the twelve disciples of St. John of Zedazeni. At first, St.
David served in Thilis (VI century), later he went into the desert of Gargji (Kakheti region),
where he established a cave monastery. In this monastery Shah Abaz | slaughtered 6000
monksin the XVII century.

TheHymn: "With thy sweat ...".

In the hymn we appeal to Father David who has done great works and ask him to enlighten
the world and to be the intercessor for our souls.

Pentecost (Whitsunday) (50th day after Easter).

Pentecost is a movable Feast among the twelve Great Feasts and is always celebrated on the
fiftieth day after Easter (see Acts of Apostles, 2,1-13).

The Hymn: "Blessed art Thou, O Christ God, who hast revealed fishers most wise, sending
down upon them the Holy Spirit, and thereby catching the universe as in a net. 0 Christ God,
who lovest mankind, glory to thee".

The Exaltation: "We magnify thee, O Life-Giving Christ, and do homage to thine
All-Holy Spirit, whom thou didst send from the Father upon thy disciples divine."

The Stanza: O heavenly King, the Comforter, Spirit of Truth, who art in all places and
fillest al things. Treasury of good things and Giver of life; Come and take up thine abode in
us, and cleanse us from every stain and save our souls, O Good One."

| X _Theme-Song: O Maiden Birth-Giver of God, who in birth-giving suffered not
defilement and didst lend flesh into the All-Creating Word; Mother Unwedded, Receptacle of
Him who cannot be contained, abode of thy Maker Inimitable, we magnify thee."

| X Theme-Song: Hail, O Queen, glory of motherhood and maidenhood! For every mouth,
however eloquent and sweet of speech, is incapable of worthily singing thy praise, and every
mind reeleth when it would fain understand thy birth-giving. For which cause, with one
accord, we glorify thee."

Refrain_to_the Antiphon: "Save, O Blessed Comforter, those who sing unto thee,
Alleluia'.

Thelntroit: see psam 20,14.

June 24 - The Nativity of St. John the Baptist.

About the Nativity of St John the Baptist see Luke 1,5-25.

The Hymn: "Prophet and Forerunner..."
In the hymn we express our inability to praise St. John befittingly, because through his
Nativity came the end of the barrenness of his mother and dumbness of his father, and God
was preached to the World.

The Exaltation: We Magnify St John the Baptist and his all-glorious Nativity.
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June 27 - The Feast of Venerable Father George of Athos.

St. George of Athos like, St. Ekvtime of Athos (see May 13), is considered a luminary of
the Georgian Church. Born in 1009, he brilliantly continued the work of his teacher and
predecessor St. Ekvtime of Athos. His trandations are considered the best even today. He was
a great preceptor and patriot, saving, in the last year of his life, 80 orphans that he brought
from Georgiato Mount Athos.

The Hymn: "regjoices the world..."

In the hymn we express our joy for the enlightening of the Georgian people by his
trandlations and teachings. We beseech him for peace for our country and king.

June 29 - The Feast of St. Peter and St. Paul.

According to the Gospel the Savior calls Peter the 'Rock of Faith' (Matthew 16,18), and
according to the Acts of the Apostles, even the shadow of Apostle Peter cured people. He was
crucified head down in the time of Emperor Neron's (AD 67).

Apostle Paul was a Jew, from the tribe of Benjamin. At first he persecuted the Christians
but after God's revelation, he become the true preacher of the Gospel. He was beheaded in
Rome, nearly at the same time of Peter's crucifixion.

The Hymn: "The heads of Apostles..."

In the hymn we appea to St. Peter and St. Paul as the heads of the apostles and the
preceptors of the whole world and beseech them to ask the Lord to gift us his great mercy.

The Exaltation: We magnify the commemorate of St. Peter and St Paul, because the whole
world was enlightened by their preaching.

August 6 - The Transfiguration of the Lord.

The Transfiguration is one of the twelve immovable Great Feasts (see Matthew 17.2-9;
Matthew 9,26).

The Hymn: "Thou wast transfigured upon the Mount, O Christ God, revealing unto thy
disciples thy glory in so far as they were able to bear it. Let thy light ever lasting also illumine
us sinners through the prayers of the Birth-Giver of God. O Light-Giver, glory to Thee."

The Exaltation: "We magnify thee, O Life-Giving Christ, and we do homage to the
exceedingly glorious Transfiguration of thy Body most pure.”

Refrain to the I X Canticle: "Magnify, O my soul, the Lord who was transfigured on
Tabor.

| X Theme-Song: "Thy Birth-Giving was shown to be without defilement; God came forth
from thy loins, manifested himself as a bearer of the flesh upon earth, and dwelt among men:
Wherefore we al do magnify thee, O Birth-Giver of God."

Refrain to the 1| Antiphon: "O Son of God who wast transfigured upon the Mount, save
us who sing unto thee, Alleluia.”

Thelntroit: see psalm 42,3

The Gradual: see psalm 103,24.
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August 15 - The Assumption of the Most Holy Mother of God.

The Assumption is the last feast among the twelve Great Feasts.

About the Assumption of the Mother of God, Holy Tradition tells us that God announced to
her the time of her death. Therefore, the Apostles who were preaching in different countries
were gathered by the Holy Ghost. The Holy Virgin was buried in the Gethsemane Garden and
when after three days the apostles came back to her grave, they couldn't find her body; She had
been taken up into heaven.

The Hymn: "In Birth-Giving thou didst preserve thy virginity; in thy Falling-Sleep thou
hast not forsaken the world, O Birth-Giver of God. Thou hast passed over into life, thou who
art the Mother of Life and through thine intercessions dost deliver our souls from death."”

The Exaltation: "We magnify thee, O Mother, undefiled of Christ our God and we glorify
thine all-glorious Falling-Sleep.”

Refrain to the | X Canticle: "All the nations bless thee, the only Birth-Giver of God. When
the al-holy Angels beheld thine Assumption they marveled how a Virgin could ascend from
earth into heaven.

| X Theme-Song: "The laws of Nature were conquered in thee, O Virgin pure, for in
Birth-Giving was virginity preserved, and with death is life conquered. Thou who, after
Birth-Giving, a Virgin didst remain, though dead, art yet alive. O Birth-Giver of God, savest
always thine inheritance.

August 16 - The Feast of our Lord's I con Not Created by Human Hand.

According to Holy Tradition there exist four Icons of our Lord, and this Feast is connected
with the Icon, which was sent to the King of Assyria Avgaros by the Savior. The King was
dying and the Icon cured him. Not created by human hand means that the Savior put the clean
canvas upon His Face and it was marvelously imprinted on it, and the copy of this Icon, also
miraculously made without the help of human hand, iskept in Thilisi.

The Hymn: "Thy undefiled Icon...."

In the Hymn we worship the undefiled Icon and beseech it to forgive us our sins. We thank
Our Lord who was crucified for our sake and implore Him to fill us with perfect joy.

The Gradual: see psalm 97,1.

August 29 - The Beheading of St. John the Baptist.

The holy Gospel tells us about the death of Saint John the Baptist (see Matthew 14-12;
Mark 6.14-29)

The Hymn: "The mentioning of the Pious..."

In the hymn we appeal to St. John as the greatest among the prophets, as he became worthy
to baptize Jesus Christ and he announced the joy of His coming. He will grant us the Great
Mercy.
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Brief semantic explanation for each type of hymn.

Theme-Song (Irmosi) - The first hymn of each of the nine Canticles that are included in the
hymnographic Canon. It is the rhythmical-mel odic scheme of the other hymns.

The Hymn (Tropar) - is similar to the Theme-Song in its structure. In the divine service it
has a different purpose, expressing briefly the meaning of the Feast, or exalting one of the
saints.

The Exaltation - A short hymn in which the saint of the Feast or the event of the Feast is
exalted.

Refrain to the | X Canticle - Thisis the name of the Feast hymn which is arefrain to each
Stanza of the last Canticle of the hymnographic Canon.

The Introit - is the hymn that is sung during the festive Liturgy during the "Minor
Entrance." The text of the Introit is always quoted from the psalms.

The Gradual (Prokimen) - In the divine service the Gradual has different purposes. In this
collection it is presented only in one form and is sung before the reading of Apostolic. The texts
of the Graduals are taken from the psalms.

Antiphon and the Refrain to the Antiphon - In the Christian divine service the Antiphon
was founded by St. Ignatius Theophorus.

Antiphon means to sing in two choirs. In the Orthodox Divine Liturgy three Antiphons are
sung, each with four Stanzas. Included in the first and second Antiphon is the Refrain, and in
the third Antiphon, the Hymn of the Feast.

The Coallect-Hymn (Kondak) - it has most the complicated structure and composition.
Textualy it is the closest to the Hymn of the day, expressing the essence of the festive event or
exalting one of the saints.
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