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«1917 ropma, mapra 12, B BOCKpeCeHbe, Mbl apXUIIACTBIPU IPY3UHCKON
LEPKBH, KJIUP LIEPKOBHBIA M TNPEICTAaBUTEIN MHPSH, COOPaBLIMCH BO
Mixer B KaTOIMKOCCKOM Bces [py3um XpaMme CBATBIX JBEHAALIATH
arnocTojOB, MO COBEPIICHUU JIUTYPrUM M MOJIeOHA O ONaroJeHCTBUU
HOBAro pycckaro paBUTENIbCTBA, YSICHUIU cebe mpoucuiennmii B Poccun
KOPEHHOM IEPEBOPOT U YCTAHOBJICHUE B HEH HOBAro IPaBUTENILCTBA, &
TaK-)K€ OCHOBHBISI PYKOBOJICTBEHHBIS IIOJIOKEHUSI 3TOTO PABUTENBCTBA,
B 0COOCHHOCTH UCIIOBEIaHUE UM CBOOO/IBI COBECTH U Bephl (IyHK. 3), U,
NPUHSB BO BHUMAaHUE, 4TO 1) B Ipy3MHCKON IIEPKBU, UMEBIIEH, COTJIACHO
c kaHoHamu Bcenenckux Co6opoB, aBrokedallbHOE CyILIECTBOBAaHHE,
YHAYTOKEHHUE WIH yIPA3AHEHUE KOTOPAro He MOUIEkKaI0 KOMIIETEHIIMN
HU-KaKoll cuibl, 3a uckitoueHueM Bceenenckoro Co0opa, COBEPIIEHHO
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/10/  aHTUKAaHOHWYECKW TPUOCTAHOBJICHO OBUIO aBTOKe(albHOE
ynopaeineHue, U 4to 2) B Poccum ycrtaHoBunmach HoBas (opma
rOCyIapCTBEHHAr0 YIIPaBJICHHUs, C KOTOPOIO HE TapMOHUPYET Oe3MmpaBHOE
CYUIECTBOBAHME TPY3MHCKOM NEPKBU, _  MPHU3HAIM HEOOXOAUMBIM
U €IWHOMIACHO M eQUMHOAYIIHO mocTtaHoBuiu: 1) C »Toro mMomeHTa
CUMTaTh BO3CTAHOBIIEHHBIM aBTOKe(]allbHOE IEPKOBHOE YIpPaBICHUE
B Ipy3unm u, moka mnpou3BeleHbl OyIyT KAaHOHUYECKUE BBIOOPHI
Karonukoca rpy3uHCKOW LIEpKBU, MECTOONYCTHTENEM €ro Ha3HaYuTh
npeocssieHHaro Jleonuaa, enuckona ['ypuiicko-MuHrpensckaro, u
MIPUHEM, JUIsl YIIPABIICHUSI HEPKOBBIO, MOJ1 €0 MPEICEIaTeIbCTBOBAHUEM,
yupeauTs BpemeHHoe VYmpaBineHue Trpy3MHCKOM LEPKBH B COCTaBe
OYXOBHBIX M CBETCKHX JHUI[; 2) Tak, Kak [py3us KpaeyroibHbIM
KAMHEM CBOEr0 CYIIECTBOBAaHUS IMPHU3HAECT MOJHYK COJUIAPHOCTh C
HOBBIM PYCCKHUM IPAaBUTEIBCTBOM, HACTOSAIIEE PEIICHUE J0- BECTU 10
CBEJICHUsl Tpejcenaresis INpaBUTENbCTBAa I Poa3sHko, mpeacenarens
coBeTa MUHHUCTPOB KH. JIbBOBa, 0bep-npokypopa Cunoxa r. JIbBoBa u
KaBxka3zckaro Kommucapuara B Tudmuce».

CocraB BpemeHHoro VYmpapineHus Tpy3UHCKOW UEPKBH TaKOB:
[IpencenarenscrBytonmii  Mecrobmtoctutens Karonukoca-Ilatpuapxa,
Enuckon I'ypuiicko-Munrpenbckuii, Jleonu.

Unensl: a) W3 AyxoBHBIXb: Emmckon Anrtonuu, Emumckom Ilupp,
[Ipotouepeit  Kopuunuii  Kekenmuaze, Ilporomepeir Kammuctpar
Hunananze, [Ipotouepeit Hukura TamakBanze, CesiieHHUK [lomueBKT
Kap6emamBmmm, Casamenank Bacwmmit KapOemamBumm, CBsIeHHHK
Xpuctodop Huuxumsuiam, Jnakon Tumodeit bakypansze, [lcamommk
I'aBpun KyGaneunmBuiu.

0) U3 mupwusH: Bacunuii 3axapeueBnu bapHoB, AnToH HMBanuu
HarpomBunu, Ilerp BucapuonoBuu Kusupus, Iletp CumenoBuu
baparamBunu, Codpon 3axapeeBuu MranoOmumBuim, [puropuit
®eonopoBuy  Kunmmaze, WMnmomut IlerpoBuu Baprarasa, Cepruit
PomanoBuu Topraaze, JlaBunm AmnexceeBuu JlaBurtamBuiu, JlaBun
I'eoprueBnuy Haxynpumsunu, ®eogop Caxokus, C. Sc, AxBieauaHu,
Cumon PocanoBuy MauaBapuaHu.

JloBons o cem o cBeaenus Kaskasckaro Kommucapuara Bpemennaro
[IpaBuTenbcTBa, HOKAPHEHILIE TPOLTY OTPaJAUTh YICHOBTPY3UHCKOM IEPKBU
OT MOCSTaTeIbCTBE Ha CBOOOIY UX COBECTH, @ MEHSI U YWICHOB YTpaBICHUS
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OT HACHJIbCTBEHHAr0 BMEIIATEIbCTBA B MPOBEJACHUU M OCYIIECTBICHUU
HaAMM KaHOHMYECKMX Hadajd IEPKOBHON JKW3HH. MecToOIOCTUTETh
Karanukoca-Ilatpuapxa Bcess 1py3un Enuckon Jleonumy.
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SbB™bo, g3olgm3mbo gm@obs;

©93- 30Ob. 395900y

3. 6oMbmgo;

03. §oM0MSY53d;

©. bobyE®odgoao;

3. 3obomos;

Lo, sbgegoosbo;

dgrgmo 30@ogz4HOL geMmdgersdgomo;

L. ge@yodg;

b. dgogmdenodgogoo;

3. do@smsdgoao;

d0gobo-{9300: ©. ©sgomsdgogo.

bodstmnggmmb ggmgbool e@Mmgdomol 3ds@mnggmmdols
bbmds Ne5
21 Bodpl 1917 .

d3molbL3dobgl:l ©yggpbnd jlmabymo] s939800dob-
opob  dgagboao  3GOMgJHo  wggeEreoMsiools, Mmdgmoi Il
dogbem  [obs 3®g9d0L — 20 Fo@BH0L  gy@bosgnols  aobhobg-
dom. gl @ggmodsios dgdogaol dobso@lolss: «B IV Beke B
Ipenesnax TPY3UHCKAro LApCTBAa YTBEPAMIACH IIOMECTHAs LIEPKOBb,
I71aBa KOTOPOM BCKOPE CTajl Ha3bIBaThCs, 110 BOCTOYHON TEPMUHOIOTUI
Karonukocom nnn Karonukocom-Ilarpuapxom. IlepkoBs 31a, ¢ camaro
HayaJla UMeBIIas (aKTUYECKYI0 HEe3aBUCHUMOCTb, B mojoBuHe XI Beka
MOJTy4HiIa KAHOHMUYECKYIO aBTOKe(Danio, Kak 3TO BUIHO, MEXK/1Y IIPOUHM,
U3 CIIOB 3HAMEHMUTAro rpedeckaro kaHonucra XII Beka, marpuapxa
AHtunoxuiickaro, @eonopa BaascamoHa, KOTOpBI B TOJIKOBAaHUM Ha 2-€
npasuiio 2-ro Beenenckaro Co6opa, roBopurt: «Ecii HaXoauIb 1 Apyrust
aBTOKe(aJIbHBIA LIEpKBH, Kak To bonrapckyro, Kunpckyto u Bepckyro, He
yAUBIscA ToMy. Axuenuckona MBepckaro mou4Tuino He3aBUCUMOCTBIO
omnpeznenenue Anruoxuiickaro Co6opa. I'oBopsT, 4T0O BO 1HH FOCIIOUHA
[etpa cBareiiaro narpuapxa deonosna, T. €. BETUKOH AHTHOXUU, OBLIO
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co0OpHOE pactopsiKEHHE 0 TOM, UTOOBI IepKOBb VIBepckasi, mogunHeHHAs
TOT/1a MaTpuapxy AHTHOXUIICKOMY, Obli1a CBOOOAHOIO U aBTOKE(PATLHOI.
TakoBoii OHa mpH3HABalaCh BCEMU IPABOCIABHBIMHU IIEPKBAMH, B
ToM yucie u Pycckol, koTopas ans cyna Haja marpuapxom HukoHom
MIPUIIIACUIIA, MEX]TY TPOYNM, U TIPECTaBUTENS TPY3MHCKAr0 KaTOIMKOCA.
W nocne noOGpoBONbHArO MPUCOCTUHEHHS] TPY3WHCKAro rocyaapcTBa
Kk Poccuu 1iepkoBb Tpy3uHCKasi B TEUEHHUE JECSATH JIET €lle acTaBajach
He3aBHUCHUMOM U ToybKO B 1811 romy (B cuimy BeIcowaiiiaro ykasa, ot 30
ntoHs 1811 roma) ona mogumHeHa ObIIa IIEPKBH PYyCCKOM, KOTOpas cTaja
YOPaBIATH €10 yepe3 CBOMX DK3apXoB. TakoBoe MoIuMHEHHE ObLIIO aKTOM
SIBHArO HACUJIMS M HE3aKOHHAr0 BMEIIaTeIbCcTBa B uyxus 1eia. OHo 1) He
OBLIO COITIACHO C BOJICIO HAPOJA U JKeJTaHUEeM T'Py3UHCKOH IIepKBH, I1aBa
KOTOPO#1, KaTOMMKOC-TIaTpUapX, HACUJILCTBEHHO ObLT BhIcTaH B Poccuio;
2) HE BBI3BIBAJIOCH COOOPAKEHUSIMU TOCYJAPCTBEHHON HEOOXOAMMOCTH,
nbo, ecnu Ha TtepuTopuu Buzanrtuiickoit Mmnepuu cymiectBoBamn
B JIPEBHOCTH, KaK HbIHE B TypIMH, 4YeThIpe HE3aBUCHUMBIX IPYr OT
Apyra narpuapxara, To U B Poccuu MOmu y>KUTHCS JIBE€ CaMOTJIaBHBIS
uepksy; 3) [IpoTuBopeunsio kaHoHaM IIEPKOBHBIM, IO KOTOPHIM HU OJTHA
LIEPKOBb HE MMEET MpaBa MOAYUHUTH ceOe APYTYIO IEPKOBb 0e3 cormacus
MOCJIEIHEH U 0e3 pelIeHnss KOMIIOTeHTHOH coOopHOU BiacTH (35 armoc.
npas., 2 nipas. Il Bcen. Cobopa, 8 mpas. 111 Been. Cobopa, 20 mpas. VI
Bcen. Cobopa); 4) He onpaBabIBANIOCh UJIECI0 HAPOTHATO U LIEPKOBHATO
Onara, n00 OHa IMOBJIEKIIO 32 COOOW HACHUIBLCTBEHHYIO PYCCH(DHUKAIINIO
OHOW W3 JPEBHEHIIMX BOCTOUHBIX IIEPKBEH, HCKaXEHHE IIKOJIbI
TYXOBHOM, MpeHeOpekeHnue K S3bIKy OOorocimy>keOHOMyY, 4TO, B CBOIO
o4epesib, COMPOBOXKAAIOCH YIAaIKOM Bepbl, HDABCTBEHHOCTH U JOOPBIX
XpUCTHAHCKUX oOuuaeB B [py3un, a Takke BO30YKICHHEM HEAOOpUX
YYBCTB MEXAY JABYMS €IMHOBEPHBIMH HApPOJIaMH.

DTO HEHOPMAJIBHOE SIBJICHHE TOOYAMIO TPY3MHCKYIO IIEpKOBH B 1905
rofy BO30YIUTH BOMPOC O BO3CTAHOBJICHUU B HEll KAHOHMYECKAro CTposi U
HE3aBHCUMAro OT PyCCKOM LIEPKBU YIPaBICHHUSI, HO BOIIPOC TOT Orarogapst
nparvBieHnto CuHoIa 10cen ocTaBaics BormpocoM. HeiHe, ¢ yTBepKIeHrEM
B Poccuu HOBaro mpaBoBaro CTposi, MPOBO3IIACUBILIATO, MEKAY MPOUHM,
CBOOOMY PEIMIHO3HAT0, a CIIEI0BATEILHO U IIEPKOBHATO CaAMO OMpe/IeNIeHuS],
Ipy3UHCKasi IIEPKOBb BBIXOAUT U3 QHTUKAHOHUYECKAro MOAYUHEHHS PyCCKOM
LIEPKBU U BO3CTAHABIIUBAET y €051 KAHOHMUYECKHIA CTPOIA.
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[Ipuctynas K OCYIIECTBICHHIO HEOTHEMIIEMO MPHUHAIJICKAIUX €l
aBTOKe(anbHBIX IPAB, IPY3UHCKAs LIEPKOBD ITOCTABISET ce0e CBAICHHOM
3ajjaueil CIyXUTh Olary LEepKOBHOMY U YKPEIUIEHUIO OpaTcKux y3
MEX1y PYCCKUM U IPy3UHCKUM HapoJamMH, Ha MOYBE B3aUMHAro J0BEPHs
U yBaKEHHUs K CBOOOJE PETUTHO3HON COBECTHU BEPYIOIIUX, U JIOJITOM
cBouM mounTaer cooduuTth KaBkazckomy Kommccapuary Bpemennaro
[IpaBuTenbcTBa, I 3aBUCAIIMX paACHOpSDKEHUM, ciemyromiee: 1)
KOpucaukium rpy3uHCKaro KaroiluKoca IMOTYHHSIIETCS MPaBOCIaBHOE
HaceJeHHe Ha TEPPUTOPUU JAPEBHE-TPY3UHCKAro KaToiluKocara,
oOHuMaBIIaro  co0oro, Mo  TemepemHeil  aIMUHUCTPATUBHOM
tepmuHonioruu, rybepuun Kyraiicckyto u  Tudmucckyro, OKpyru
3akaranbckuii 1 CyXymMckuid, oOmacth barymckyro m ApmaraHckuii u
OnpTuHCKU, 0Kpyru Kapcckoil, ceBepHbIN CEKTOp AJIEKCaHAPOIOIBCKAro
yesna (bambox m A6Gom), Ilpukypunckyro KaxeTuto, mpummcaHHYIO
k EnmcaBeromonbckoil TyOepHHMH, TIEPBUH TONMHMIICHCKUNA Y4YaCTOK
Hyxunckaro ye3na (ot Camnruno no pexku ['mmmciikanu), b3uGckyro
Aoxazuto (ot Ilunynnet no [arpel), mpunucannyio k CodnHCKOMY
y4actky, Tpu ka3el ObiBmieit Typemnkon I'pysum: Toprom, Kuckum,
Ucnup. IlpaBocnaBHOE pycCKOE HacelleHHWE Ha3BaHHBIX MECTHOCTEH
OyIeT UMETh CBOETO PyCCKaro €mucKora, KOTOPbIi MOIb3ysICh IMIUPOKOI
aBTOHOMHUEH, OyJIeT HAXOIUThCS B KAaHOHMYECKOM 3aBHCHUMOCTH OT
KaTOJHMKOCa-narpuapxa rpy3uHCKOM 1IepKBHU, MO0 [IEPKOBHbIE KAHOHBI HE
MPU3HAIOT BO3MOXKHBIM CYIIECTBOBAHHE Ha OJTHOM U TOM K€ LIEPKOBHOM
TEPPUTOPUHU JBYX HE3aBHCUMBIX JIpyr OT Jpyra wuepapxoB. Urtoxe
KacaeTcs MpaBOCIAaBHArO HAaceleHUsl JAPYTUX MECTHOCTeH 3akaBKa3bs,
OHO OCTaeTCs B BEJICHUH PYCCKOM LIEPKBH.

2) Bo maBe rpy3uHCKO# IEPKBU CTOUT «ApPXHUENMUCKON MIIXETCKHA,
Karonukoc-ITarpuapx Bcest [ py3um», KOTOpbIil n30upaeTcs 10CTUTITUMU
Ipa)XIaHCKAaro COBEPIICHHOJIETUSI YIEHAMHU TPY3MHCKOM LEPKBU IO
BCeoOIIeMy, paBHOMY, MPSMOMY U TaHOMY TOJIOCOBAHHMIO W3 JIHI]
JTYXOBHBIX, @ PaBHO U CBETCKHX, OONAJAIONINX HEOOXOTUMBIMH JUJIS
ATOTO BBICOKAro CaHa KadecTBaMH, MPU 4YeM BbIOpaHHBIA KaHIUAAT,
70 TIOCBSIIICHHUSI B CaH, TPEICTABIAETCS Ha YTBEp)KJIEHHE BBICIICH
rocyIapcTBEeHHOW BiacTu. KaTonMkoc SBISAACH TEPBBIM — MEXKIY
paBHbIMH (34-¢ amoCTONbCKOE TPABUIIO), MPEICENATENbCTBYET Ha
nomecTHOM Cobope rpy3MHCKOM IIEpKBHU U B CYIIECCTBYIOIIEM MPH HEM
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KaTOJIMKO3CKOM coBeTe. EMy NpUHAANEKUT TpaBO apXUMACTBHIPCKOM
BHU3HUTAIIMM BCEX EMapXHH KaTOIMKOCaTa, B KOTOPHIX MOMHHAETCSA €ro
UMs, BMECT€ C UMEHEM elapxuajbHaro apxuepes, 3a 00rociykeHUEM
a TaKXke TIpaBO BEPXOBHATO PYKOBOIUTENIHCTBA JEJIOM IIKOJIHHATO
BOCIIUTAHUS JyXOBHAaro OHOIIECTBA B KaTolMKocaTe. 3aboTsCh,
BMECTE C KaTOJMKOCCKMM COBETOM O CBOEBPEMEHHOM 3aMEIICHUU, 10
KaHOHMYECCKUM TPUHIIMIIAM, B JOBCTBYIOIIMX Kadeap, OH MpUHUMAET
’KaJ00bl Ha €TTHCKOTIOB U [IEPKOBHBIS YUPEKACHUS M HA3HAUACT CIIe/ICTBUSI.
Buunuts nena, umeronus o01enepkoBHOE 3HaUeHUE, KATOTUKOC MOYKET
¢ cornacusi nomectHaro Cobopa rpy3uHCKON LIEPKBU, CyAy KOTOparo oH
MOTUYUHSIETCS Ha PaBHE C IPYTUMH eMUCKOTaMHU. SIBIISISICh IPEICTOSATENIEM
TPY3UHCKOW EPKBU M HMMEs CBOIO COOCTBEHHYIO IMe4aTb, KaTOJIMKOC
CHOCHTCS IO 1IEPKOBHBIM JieJIaM cO BceMU aTokedaabHbIMU [IEPKBAMU,
a paBHO C BBICIIMMHU rOCYAapCTBEHHBIMU WHCTAHIIMAMH.

3) Bo BHyTpeHHEM CBOEM YIIPaBIEHWHU LIEPKOBbL I'Py3UHCKas OyIeT
PYKOBOJICTBOBATLCSl TMOCTAaHOBIEHUSMU BceneHCKUX M TMOMECTHBIX
Cobopos, Cobopa rpy3uHCKOM LIEPKBHU, a TAKXKE TEMHU PACIIOPIKEHUSIMU
KaTOJMKOCAa W IIEPKOBHAro IMpU HEM COBETa, KOTOpBIA He OyayT B
MPOTUBOPEUYUH C KAaHOHAMHM IIEPKOBHBIMH U 3aKOHOIOJIOKEHUSIMHU
rOCyIapCTBEHHBIMHU.

4) BHemrHee OpUAMYECKOE IOJIOKEHUE TPY3MHCKOM LEPKBU HE
JOJDKHO OBITh YMajeHO CPaBHUTENBHO C IOJIOKEHHUEM B TOCYIapCTBE
LEPKBU PYCCKOM, MO0 YJIeHBI es1, OyAydH MOJTHOMPABHBIMU TpakJaHAMU
pyccKaro rocynapcTBa, OyayT HECTH OJAMHAKOBHUS C YICHAMU PYCCKOH
LEPKBU TOCY/IapCTBEHHbIS TOBUHHOCTH.

5) Ortcioma, Te CpeAcTBa, KOTOPBIA HBIHE OTIYCKAIOTCS U3
roCylapCTBEHHAro KasHauelcTBa B pacrnopsbkeHue cB. CuHoma Ha
MOKPBITUE PACXO/IOB HA COMEpKaHue OBIBIIATO TPy3MHCKAro JK3apxara,
JOJDKHBI OBITh OTIYyCKaeMbl W BIIPEIb /0 pa3pelieHHsl LEepPKOBHAr0O
Bompoca BooO1e B Poccuu, Tem 6onee, uto B 1850-1869 rogax B Pycckyro
TocynapctBennyto Kazny oTo6pano Op1710 MHOTOMUIUTHOHHOE LIEPKOBHOE
MMEHHUE, KOTOpOE paHee, 0 PyCccKaro BiajabldecTBa B [ py3uu ciyKuio
IJIaBHBIM HCTOYHHUKOM Cofepx aHus 1epkBu. CpeacTBa 3T CIASTYIOIHS:
a) 173.160 py0. 15 xom. — mocobue u3 ['ocynapcrBenHaro KaznaveiicTna,
mo $9 cr. 1 cmersl cB. CuHOMA, HA CONEPKAHHE MYKCKUX JTyXOBHO-
y4eOHBIX 3aBelleHUI Kpas, (Bce 3TH 3aBEACHMS HAXOAATCS B IMpenenax
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KaToJIMKOcaTa rpy3uHcKaro); 0) 937.397 py6. 59 kom. oTmyckaeTcst 1Mo
$7, ct. 1 cmetbl cB. CuHona B pacniopspbkenue CuHonanbHON KoHTOpEI
Ha COJIEpP)KaHUE TOPOJICKAr0 M CEIbCKaro JyXOBCHCTBA W JIYXOBHBIX
YUPEKIECHUH, B YIIOMSHYTBIX Mpe/enax Karonukocara; B) 354.968 p. 40
KOII. — Ha COJICpKaHNE HAYaJIbHBIX IIEPKOBHBIX IIKOJI.

6) CMera B mpeienax yKa3aHHOM CyMMBI OyZIET COCTaBIATHCS U
MPEICTABIATECS HEMOCPEACTBEHHO B TOCYIAPCTBEHHBIS YUPEIKICHUS
IIABOI0 TPY3MHCKOW IEPKBH, B PACIOPSHKCHHE KOTOPAro M JOJDKHBI
OBITh OTKPBIBAEMBI KPETUTHI KaK TEKYIIAro, Tak U MOCICAYIONIHX TOI0B.
OpraHu3anus epKoBHOW KU3HU UIICPKOBHATO BI py3un yripaBieHus OyneT
JeTaabHO pa3paboTaHa v B CBOE BPEMs ITPEJICTABIICHA TPABUTEIBCTBY; HA
ATOT K€ pa3 YKa3bIBAKOTCS JIUIIb OCHOBHBIS ITOJIOKCHHUS, OTIPEICIISFOIINS
¢bu3noHOMHUIO aBTOKE(haTBHOM TPY3UHCKOH TIepKBH. [ py3HHCKas IEPKOBb
BCEI/Ia CTOSIBINAs HAa CTpake MPOTrPECCHBHAr0 MBWXeHUS B Pocccun m
HBIHE IPOHUKHYTAsI UCKPEHHUM JKEJIAHUEM CITYXKHUTh JIETy YIIPOUYCHUS B
HE# HOBaro rocyIlapCTBEHHAr0O CTPOSI, TUTAET MOJIHYIO0 YBEPEHHOCTb, YTO
HOBOE MPABUTEIHCTBO OKAXKET €l BCSIUECKOE COACHUCTBUE K YCTPOCHUIO
es JKM3HM Ha KaHOHWYECKMX Hayayax, HM3JI0KCHHBIX B HACTOSIICH
JOKJITHOM 3aITUCKEY.
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Sergo Vardosanidze

His Holiness and Beatitude, Catholicos-Patriarch of All Georgia
Leonide (Okropiridze)
(1919-1921)

His Holiness and Beatitude Leonide Okropiridze is one of the outstand-
ing figures of XX century Georgian Orthodox Apostolic Church. He was
nephew of Bishop Alexander, canonized as saint by Georgian Church, and
was brought up under his supervision. By blessing of his uncle, he first
graduated from Odessa theological seminary and in 1888 — from Kiev the-
ological academy. In 1887 Longinoz Okropiridze was consecrated a monk
and was called Leonide. After graduating from the academy he returned
to Georgia. He worked at the ‘Society for restoration of Christianity in
Georgia’, conducted his activity as a missionary in mountainous regions,
Saingilo, Ajara. In 1898 Exarch Flavian consecrated archimandrite Leon-
ide as Bishop of Gori; in 1906-1917 he was head of Guria-Odishi eparchy.
Bishop Leonide together with Kirion was actively fighting for restoration
of autocephaly of Georgia. In 1906 during the preliminary meetings of
Russian Holy Synod he showed himself as a fearless fighter for the inter-
ests of Georgian Church. On 12 (25) March of 1917, in Svetitskhoveli
Patriarchal Church in Mtskheta Bishop Leonide read the Act of restoration
of independence of Georgian Church. The first church meeting, held in
September of 1917, approved Leonide, Metropolitan of Tbilisi, on the post
of Vice Catholicos-Patriarch of All Georgia and after demise of His Holi-
ness and Beatitude Kirion II, from 27 July, 1918 he was acting Catholicos-
Patriarch of All Georgia. In 1919-1921 he was Catholicos-Patriarch of All
Georgia. His Holiness and Beatitude Leonide sharply opposed anti-church
policy of Government of Georgian Democratic Republic but despite this,
in 1921, when the Bolshevik occupational army detachments approached
Thilisi, His Holiness Leonide stood beside the Government of Georgian
Democratic Republic. Patriarch Leonide died on 11 July, 1921. He was
buried in Sioni Patriarchal Church.
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