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Sergo Vardosanidze

His Holiness and Beatitude Kirion II,
Catholicos —Patriarch of All Georgia

Among the helmsmen of XX century Orthodox Apostolic Church, His
Holiness and Beatitude Kirion II is adorned with a special halo. To his
name is connected organization from the second half of XIX century of
great autocephalous movement that was directed against Alexander II,
Russian Emperor’s anti-canonical order with the help of which Russian
civil government at one stroke abolished historical autocephaly of Ortho-
dox Apostolic Church of Georgia. Bishop Kirion is justly mentioned in
Georgian historiography as an organizer of autocephalous movement. He
was a versatile figure, researching problems of Georgian history, Church
history, source studies, early texts, numismatics, folklore. From church-
es and monasteries of different parts of Georgia Bishop Kirion brought
to Thilisi more than one unique Georgian manuscripts, historical docu-
ments, old coins and placed them in the church museum.

Kirion was a great philanthropist. With his financial support more than
300 students were educated in Russia and Europe.

Ivane Javakhishvili, Niko Marr, Ekvtime Takaishvili, Korneli Keke-
lidze, Oliver and Marjory Wardrops, Gustav Berman, Aurelio Palmier,
Alexander Shakhmatov, Nikoloz Durnovo, Victor Gorshkevich, Nikoloz
Aslamov, Ilia Chavchavadze, Akaki Tsereteli, Vazha-Pshavela, lakob
Gogebashvili had scientific correspondence with Kirion.

On September 17, 1917 Bishop Kirion was elected Catholicos-Patri-
arch of All Georgia and 10 months later he was assassinated by a hired
killer in Martkopi Monastery. His body was buried in Sioni Monastery in
Thilisi, on July 7, 1918.

On October 17, 2002 on the proposal of Catholicos-Patriarch of All
Georgia, Archbishop of Mtskheta-Tbilisi Ilia I the Holy Synod of Geor-
gian Orthodox Church canonized the tortured Catholicos Kirion II of tor-
tured Georgia as a saint.

Kirion is a shining star of the Georgian Church.
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