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THE GEORGIAN CHANT

I. History

There is a direct link between the history of Geor-
gian chants and the introduction and spread of
Christianity throughout Georgia. The Christian
faith was first preached in the 1% century by the
apostles Andrew the First-Called, Simon the Ca-
naanite, and Matthias; and in the 4™ century (325

AD) it was already a state religion.

Georgian chant as an inherent part of the Georgian
Divine Liturgy dates back to the time when the Gos-
pel, hymns of Liturgy, and psalms were translated
into Georgian. This can be illustrated by the earliest
Georgian literary work The Holy Queen Shushanik
surviving from the 5" century. In this work the Gos-
pel, Psalms, and chants are mentioned as separate
concepts. In the 5% century the Church of Geor-
gia gained independence - autocephaly - from the
Byzantine churches. Since then Georgian Christian
culture has displayed an aspiration for expressing
its national identity. Based on written records it is
known that divine services in Georgian churches
were carried out in the Georgian language back in
the 6™ century,' which leads us to think that origi-
nal Georgian chant had been already shaped by that
period. The development process of the oldest strata
of the chant (chants of Liturgy and psalms) that had
started in our country in 4th_gth centuries, continued
later onand, influenced by other Christian churches,
led to the formation of new hymnographical genres

(troparia, kontakia, canons etc.).

Georgian Christian culture developed at monastic
places in and outside Georgia — Palestine, Mount
Sinai, Mount Athos, Jerusalem, etc. Hence, it was

in constant touch with Syrian, Palestinian, Byzan-

1 In the will of St. Sabbas the Sanctified (+532) the Georgian
brotherhood was authorized to perform different church
services in Georgian in his monastery, which proves that in
the 6 century the Georgian liturgy existed in a complete
form (including chants).

"

tine, Coptic, and other Christian cultures. During
5th_gth centuries, there were over twenty Georgian
monasteries in Palestine and on Mount Sinai. The
most distinguished among these was St. Sabbas the
Sanctified Monastery, where a foundation was laid
for Georgian hymnography (7* century). Initially
it was presented by hymns translated from Greek.
Translated hymnographic material was collected in
ancient Georgian monuments — lectionaries. Several
ancient copies of lectionary (from Kala, Latali, Paris,
and Mount Sinai) reflect liturgical practice in Jeru-
salem from the late 5" century until the 10" century.
The mentioned lectionary shows three basic types
of chant performance: responsorial, antiphonal, and

single-choir.

The first independent hymnographic collections -
iadgaris — were created on the basis of lectionary.
They united the chants to be performed through-
out the year. Several copies of the ancient iadgari
have survived, out of which only one is preserved in
Georgia,? and all the others (9" and 10" centuries)
are kept as part of the Georgian manuscript collec-
tion at St. Catherine’s Monastery on Mount Sinai.’
The ancient iadgaris contain unique data about early
stages in the development of Byzantine and Geor-
gian hymnographies and the custom of performing
chants. For example, they show the Georgian syn-
onyms that earlier denoted the concepts of “chant”

and antiphonal performance.

From the 10" century, Georgians suppressed by Ar-
abs took the manuscripts kept at St. Sabbas Monas-
tery from the Holy Land to other monastic centers
situated in eastern Christian countries. Supposedly,
that is how they turned up on Mount Sinai, where

the traditions of St. Sabbas’ school of hymnography

2 H-2123: an iadgari written on a parchment and papyrus, 9"~
10" centuries.

3 Sin.18, Sin.40, Sin.41, Sin.34, Sin.26, Sin.20 - 9th, 10th cen-
turies.



were continued.

A further development of Georgian hymnography
is connected to the monastic schools of Tao-Klarjeti
headed by St. Grigol of Khandzta - a great ecclesias-
tical figure of the 9" century. He himself composed
a complete collection of chants - Satselitsdo iad-
gari-which laid the foundation for the further de-
velopment of original hymnography. From the 9"
century, original hymnographic work intensively
developed and reached a pinnacle alongside the
translation process in the 10" century, when the
so-called great iadgaris were created (iadgaris from
Tsvirmi, Ieli, and Michael Modrekili’s iadgari). The
most remarkable are the great Mekhuri iadgaris.
Mekhuri is a Georgian hymnographical term denot-
ing chants written (or translated) in a new “meter”
and set to a tune. Mekhuri iadgaris contain ancient
chant notation signs — neumes. The introduction of
the eight-tone system and the dominance of the ir-
mos-troparion (dzlispir-dasdebeli) form determined
the application of neumatic notation. At this time,
a new type of hymnographer — mekheli — appeared.
This was a person skilled in the “study of troparia’,
who translated examples of early Byzantine rhyth-
mic poetry into Georgian, maintaining the rhythm
and adjusting the traditional Georgian tunes to the
texts translated into Georgian. Michael Modrekili’s
Satselitsdo iadgari (S-425)* stands out among Me-
khuri iadgaris. It has united and systematized the
entire hymnographic heritage - both translated
and original. This iadgari shows that by that period,
Georgians had composed original irmois and music
as well. The collection was compiled in 978-988 and

was supplied with neumes.

From the 11" century, Iveron Monastery on Mount
Athos was the most powerful center of Georgian
Christian literature and music. The names of its
founders - Ekvtime and Giorgi the Hagiorites - are
associated with the new stage of Georgian hymnog-
raphy, particularly with new principles of translat-

ing hymnographic works. The Fathers from Athos

4 The funds of the K. Kekelidze Georgian National Center of
Manuscripts is implied under such a denotion.
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translated the most significant hymnographic col-
lection from Greek. The Satselitsdo Iadgaris kept at
Iveron Monastery on Mount Athos were replaced by
new collections — Ttueni (Menologium). The most
distinguished was a Ttueni compiled by Giorgi Ha-
giorite, in which he collected the chants dedicated
to different saints by all authors. Ttueni could not be
found in such a complete form among Greek works;
hence, along with translation work, Giorgi the Ha-

giorite created original texts and music.

In the 11* century, Petritsoni Monastery (Bulgaria)
represented a significant literary and philosophi-
cal center. It was built in 1083 by Grigol Bakuria-
nis-dze, who was Georgian by nationality. For 20
years, the seminary established within the monas-
tery was headed by loane Petritsi - a well-known
religious figure and Georgian neoplatonic philoso-
pher, whose name is associated with the formation
of aesthetic thinking in medieval Georgia and with
the first written confirmation of the existence of po-
lyphony in Georgia in the Middle Ages. In his work
Commentaries of Platonic Philosophy and Proclus Di-
adochus Petritsi indicates the names of three voice
parts: mzakhri (first voice), zhiri (second voice),
bami (bass) and suggests to the Georgian reader that
three-part singing is a musical analogy to the Holy
Trinity. Obviously, at that time polyphony was quite
common in Georgia and the original names of the
voice parts were widely known terms, so the phi-
losopher defines the dogma of Trinity with concepts

which were well-known to Georgians.

From the 12" century, Gelati Monastery - being
founded by Davit Aghmashenebeli - became dis-
tinguished among local educational and religious
centers and was one of the most important hymno-
graphic centers in Georgia until the early 20™ cen-

tury.

In all the religious and cultural centers previously
mentioned, not only hymnographic genres but also
all the strata of the Georgian chant developed and
passed down from generation to generation. More-

over, the intensive development and uniqueness of



hymnography indicates that the process of develop-
ment of the main liturgical- musical genre - Liturgy
the hymns chanted during this service - was going
successfully. It is not by chance that among the no-
tated hymns chanted in the tradition that survived
to the 19" century, hymns for Liturgy stand out
thanks to their melody, polyphony, harmonical de-

velopment, and diversity.

Due to the grave political situation in Georgia dur-
ing the 13™-16" centuries, the art of chant started to
decline. Hymnographic collections were destroyed
at pilfered churches. Only in the monasteries surviv-
ing the raids were Georgian chants still heard and
passed down from generation to generation. They
found a new, alternative way of survival - shifting
from monasteries to the secular sphere and receiving
a new stimulus for developing in close contact with
folk songs. So, notwithstanding the difficult histori-
cal circumstances, the natural development process
of Georgian chant still continued, although it pro-
ceeded very slowly. 17"-18"-century hymnographic
collections known as the Festive Chants surviving
to this day and thousands of notated chants that had
survived to the 19th century testify this.

At the end of the 18" century King Erekle IT took the
initiative to restore the traditions of Georgian chant.
For this purpose the Catholicos’ School of Svetitsk-
hoveli was founded and renowned chanters from
different parts of Georgia were specially invited to
teach there. However, this period of revival did not
last long. The abolition of the autocephalous sta-
tus of the Georgian Church (1811), banning of the
Georgian prayers and chants, and the introduction
of the Divine Liturgy and chanting in Russian was a

great threat to the existence Georgian chant.

From the second half of the 19" century the national
liberation movement against the policy of the Rus-
sian empire gave rise to the battle for the preserva-
tion of Georgian traditional values, including Geor-
gian chant. The transcription of chants to a notation
system during this period was, in fact, the end of the

15 centuries long history of the development of me-
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dieval Georgian Christian music.

The experts in Georgian chant who greatly contrib-
uted to the documentation of chants were St. Phili-
mon Koridze, St. Bishop Gabriel Kikodze, Anton
Dumbadze, Dimitri Chalaganidze, Ivliane Tsereteli,
Deacon Razhden Khundadze, St. Abbot Ekvtime
Kereselidze, St. Bishops Alexandre Okropiridze and
Stepane (Vasil) Karbelashvili, St. Deacon Polievktos
Karbelashvili, Alexandre and Davit Molodinashvili,
Mikheil Elizbarashvili, Pilimon Karbelashvili, Davit
Chijavadze-Mikhailov, and others. Noteworthy is
the merit of Russian musicians — Mikhail Ippolitov-
Ivanov, Kristofor Grozdov, and Nikolai Klenovski.
Thousands of chants transcribed by them are now
preserved at the Korneli Kekelidze Georgian Na-
tional Centre of Manuscripts, the National Archi-
ve of Georgia and the Folklore State Centre of Geor-
gia. Maxime Sharadze, the founder of the first music
publishing company and his supporters — St. Ilia the
Righteous (Chavchavadze) and Alexandre Khakha-
nashvili’ - also played an important role in the nota-

tion of chants.

From 1921, Georgian chant and spirituality in ge-
neral faced another danger - a totalitarian regime
which carried out a harsh struggle against the Chris-
tian religion. During certain periods, Georgian
chant was lost to Georgian society, who found it too
difficult to accept such a loss. Even under the soviet
regime in the 1960s, about a hundred chants sung
by Artem Erkomaishvili (1887-1967), one of the
last master chanters, were transcribed at Tbilisi State
Conservatoire; while the well-known folklore en-
sembles Gordela and Rustavi performed chants on
stage and recorded them under the name of Choral.
From 1978, with the effort of the Catholicos-Patri-
arch of All Georgia Ilia II, chants created by different
composers were heard in Georgian churches along

with the old traditional hymns.

The extensive revival of Georgian traditional chant
started in the 1980s, when members of the An-
chiskhati church choir obtained the published and

5 The first fully printed collections of Georgian traditional
chants were published in 1895-1911.



handwritten scores of Georgian chants and started
to perform those ancient tunes. At present, by the
order of the Holy Synod of Georgia, Divine Liturgy
at Georgian churches is served only with the accom-

paniment of ancient Georgian chants.

II. Liturgical Books

In the early Middle ages, Georgian hymnographers
had already translated all the liturgical collections
made by the Orthodox Church. Moreover, they did
not confine themselves to translating the materials,
but enriched them with original chants and com-
piled original collections, heavily relying on Byzan-
tine and Georgian sources. As a result, some original
Georgian collections, both generally Christian and
those containing individual terminology, are slight-
ly different from their Greek counterparts. Among
such collections are the ladgari, Khmani and Guerd-
ni (the collections of the hymns of the Octoechos),
and Dzlispirni da Ghvtismshoblisani (Heirmi and
Theotokia). In Georgian liturgical practice an origi-
nal collection called agulani (in Greek Pandect)
was compiled. It combined all liturgical books read
throughout the year and was quite large. 18™ cen-
tury Georgian hymnographic and 19" century sheet
music monuments have preserved the Good Friday
Matins chant book Shekhvetiliani, whose contents
and compositional features are similar to the pas-

sion genre.

II1. Music

According to some Georgian scholars, since Chris-
tianity was brought to Georgia from Byzantium,
the chants performed in Georgian churches should
have been monodic (influenced by Jewish, Syrian,
Greek, or Roman liturgies). However, others think
that Georgian chant was polyphonic from the early
period of Christianity.®

6 This version was suggested by Catholicos-Patriarch Kirion
(Sadzaglishvili), who was later declared a saint, and Deacon
Polievktos Karbelashvili. This opinion is based on the tradi-
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Today it is difficult to specify when exactly the
Byzantine tunes were “adjusted to the local taste™
or made polyphonic, but that would not take long,
since the monodic chants introduced to Georgia
would come across the unique national musical
thought. The main principle of this thought was
polyphony, as it reflected the individual way of the
Georgian ethnos in perceiving the world. Therefore,
the choral for three voice parts became the symbol
of the Christian Trinity as it expressed the Christian
ideology of Georgians.

Unlike folk music, which has preserved monodic
songs as well as the ones sung in two, three, or four
voice parts along with different forms of polypho-
ny, Georgian chant is mostly meant for three voice
parts.® It is the result of the professional music born
in the bosom of the national church and, naturally,
by the logic of internal organization with its polyph-
ony differing from the polyphony characteristic of
folk song - the composition of chants is based on
a melodious formula intended for polyphonic and
improvised performance. The chant does not have
a number of compositional peculiarities (e.g. os-
tinatos, yodeling, the melismatic counterpoint of
higher voices against the backdrop of a bourdon
bass etc.) typical of folklore music. In chants we en-
counter both heterophonic and polyphonic textures
inclusive of complex poly-melodies which are real-
ized in different forms and variants depending on
the school and style of chanting. Besides, the main
principle remains unchanged - the same tunes are

repeated in a renewed and “ornate” style.

Along with the horizontal development of a song,

in Georgian chants there exists the principle of the

tional teaching of the Church of Georgia, which names the
peculiarities of the early Christian liturgy, particularly the
improvisation of chants by the parish as an indirect argu-
ment.

7 Al. Jambakur-Orbeliani wrote about this.

8 Georgian written sources provide information about the ex-
istence of chants sung by more than three voice parts. Such
chants can also be encountered among notated chants. In
such chants the polyphony is created by three main voice
parts, while the additional voice parts represent their variant
duplication, heterophonic branching of the main voices and
creating timbral diversity.



invariable vertical coordination of the other voices
with the main tune sung by a high voice part. Its
harmonical system is modal and is based on a dia-
tonic mode system; the vertical sonority is mostly
consonant, however, the use of dissonances is also
common in the polyphonic texture; the harmoniza-
tion of the outer voices is mostly realized in fifths
and fourths, while the two upper voices - in chants
belonging to different schools — are harmonized in
thirds, fifths, and fourths. The harmonical coordina-
tion of the voices in a vertical sonority is most vivid
in cadence figures. The existence of similar cadential
formulae in different chants shows that the devel-
opment of the musical idea is directed to express a
“single-affect principle” natural to medieval church

music.

The cadential construction of a chant ends on the
fifth interval (middle sections), or the unison (the
last section of a chant). The merging of voices on a
unison at the end of a chant symbolizes the doctrine
of the Holy Trinity.

Georgian chant is divided into two branches - east-
ern and western. These two branches combined
the individual chant traditions of many monastic
schools in Georgia. Well-known were the chant
schools functioning at Gelati, Martvili, Shemokme-
di, Davit-Gareja, Shio-Mghvime, Svetitskhoveli, and
other monasteries. Having a common basis and aes-
thetic, language, and compositional features, each
of those schools had its own individual traditions.
The chants representing the western branch surviv-
ing to this day, reflect the best traditions of the Ge-
lati, Martvili, and Shemokmedi chant schools, while
eastern Georgian (Kartl-Kakhuri) chant represents
the spiritual heritage of the Svetitskhoveli, Samtavi-
si, Davit-Gareja, Shio-Mghvime, and Martkopi mo-
nastic schools. Very few chants that have survived
to the present day, together with traditional chant
melodies, are characterized by the textural and har-
monical thought typical of the folklore of different

regions of Georgia (Svaneti, Samegrelo).

Despite such diversity, thousands of chants sur-
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viving to the present have a common melodic root
given in the highest voice part of the three-voice
chant. The textural and harmonic variety of chant
is mostly conditioned by the variant changes of the
accompanying bass and middle voice part, which in

each school is realized through a different principle.

Georgian chant, as well as Gregorian, Byzantine,
Slavic, Serbian, and other chant, is based on the och-
toechos system. The Georgian tradition, as well as
Christian church music in general, consider a tone
as a combination of traditional, already established
melodic formulae. This general law of early medi-
eval Christian chant (being composed of melodical

formulas) is still preserved in Georgian chant.

Georgian chant practice distinguishes two kinds of
chants - “plain” and “elaborate” or “ornate” chants.
The “plain” chant is the substance of chant; it has a
simple three-voice texture and a traditional tune,
which was carefully preserved and orally handed
down to the next generation by chanters.

The “ornamentation” of a chant implies the impro-
vised movement of all three voices based on a “plain”
archetype, prolonging the polyphonic tune (without
words) on one syllable of the text. According to in-
formation provided by experts and supporters of
Georgian chant in the 19" century, in the Middle
Ages, the style in which learners of Georgian chants
were first taught to sing was called “training voices”
(fifth octave parallelism), and later they performed
chants in “plain” form (singing in a “simple style”
The next stage was mastering the peculiarities of
“ornate” chants. Sometimes such chants were tran-
scribed with the help of inserted vowels/phonemes,
which implied turns of the voice without singing
words.

The melodic pattern of the main tune of a chant
could take any harmonic coloring, which is like
harmonizing a theme in a new way - a method fre-
quently used in polyphonic style. Therefore, while
editing the old manuscripts it is possible to use dif-
ferent clefs, which present the tune in different mod-
al inflections. This peculiarity — the possibility of

diverse polyphonic interpretations — is what makes



Georgian chant rich and unique.

IV. Musical Notation System

The neumatic notation elaborated within the Geor-
gian chant tradition in the Middle Ages is different
from the Byzantine neumatic system of the same
period,’ although, like the Paleo-Byzantine nota-
tions, it has not been deciphered yet." It was found
in the 10"-11"-century monuments - Sin-1, the
Yale Iadgaris, the ladgaris of Michael Modrekili, the
Jordan Collection of Irmoi etc. These quite large
manuscripts demonstrate the homogeneity of the
Georgian neumatic system. They contain symbols of
one type and use a shared method of neumatizing.
The system is based on a strict principle and rep-
resents an established and well-organized form for
notating vocal music. The perfection of that system
leads us to think that the process of its elaboration

began much earlier — in the 8" or 9" century.

The original character of the Georgian neumatic
system shows the peculiarity of its placement on the
verbal text. Unlike all other existing neumatic nota-
tions, the Georgian symbols are placed above and
below the lines and represent the inverted versions
of each other. The Georgian neumatic system is also
peculiar due to the non-syllabic arrangement of
symbols — not on each syllable of the text, but with
intervals, in the form of stable neumatic formulae.
In the arrangement of neumes throughout the text,
the Georgian neumatic system is similar to the Byz-
antine ekphonetic, or reading symbols, which can
be also found in Georgian written monuments (the
Gelati Gospel, Q-908 and Shiomghvime Typikon,
H-1349). It is likely, that in the process of its forma-
tion, the Georgian neumatic system used the Greek
ekphonetic system as a source and adopted some

principles that were acceptable for it.

9 This conclusion was made based on a comparative analysis by
the French scholar Jacques Thibaud and the Georgian schol-
ars Shalva Aslanishvili, Givi Lortkipanidze, and others.

10 Georgian scholars are still working to decipher the old Geor-
gian neumes.
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The neumatic system is absent from Georgian writ-
ten monuments created during the period between
the 11™ and 18" centuries, but the neumatic manu-
scripts dated to the 18"-19" centuries" show that the
process of neumatization was not interrupted. These
manuscripts have preserved the old method of neu-
matization, although they also contain new graphic
symbols, combinations of dashes and full stops. Such
a method of transcribing text is associated with the
phenomenon of Georgian “ornate”/’embellished”

chant.

One more kind of Georgian chant is a group of
chants known by the name of chreli (“colorful”),
which is characterized by a complex polyphonic
texture and elaborated tune. Chreli is a non homog-
enous term that along with a melodic construction
mode, implies polyphonic chant with a complex and
elaborated tune. At the same time, the term chreli in
Georgian church music denotes a verbal method of
transcribing a tune. It involves the verbal interpreta-
tion of a chant melody with the help of modes or
chrelis. Quite a few written monuments containing
the chreli system are dated to the 17" century,'? but
this term and its general regularities had been es-
tablished in the chant practice back in the 13" cen-
tury, namely, chreli chants are represented in sources
dated to the 13™ and the 17"-18™ centuries having

the same function.

V. The Educational System

In Georgia of the 9"™10"™ centuries, professional
church music education already had the form of a
complete, organized system. The study of the art of
chant was titled A Study to be Taught with the Tones
and the chant teacher was called the “chant-master”
or “chief chanter” In Georgian chant centers, the
translation of religious poetic texts and their setting

to the eight tone intonations was established as a

11 K. Kekelidze Georgian National Center of Manuscripts,
Funds: Q-845, Q-651, Q-830, Q-634, H-657.

12 The Georgian National Center of Manuscripts, Funds: Q-298,
H-2282, Q-103, Q-104, Manuscripts No. 368 and No. 467 of
Kutaisi Historical-Ethnographic Museum.



separate teaching known by the name of “the study
of troparia” The people who had mastered that art
were called mekheli. In the 12" century, compos-

ers of original chants were named the “chief art-

ists”. Another profession was that of “mnishvnelni”

whose task was setting neumes to hymnographic
texts. From approximately the 18" century the term
“sruli mgalobeli” (the master chanter) appeared. In
the Sulkhan-Saba Orbeliani (1658-1725) Diction-
ary this term was given as analogous to the term
“lodbari”. The “master chanter” was expected to
know the chant repertoire throughout the liturgi-
cal year by heart along with having mastered the
“study of troparia” Such differentiation of studies
indicates the high level of professional church musi-
cal culture in Georgia. Although at present there is
no evidence of the theoretical study of professional
music at chant centers functioning in and outside
Georgia, different commentaries and instructions
preserved in the addenda to hymnographic monu-
ments and wills containing the musical terms used
with in the contexts that are appropriate to their
meanings, can serve as the evidence that musical

theory was highly developed at that time.
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The present collection contains musical works tran-
scribed in the 19"20™ centuries, which represent
different chant traditions of old Georgian church
music. Their styles are different: “plain”, “ornate”,
or chreli. Those works illustrate the different forms
(and, presumably, stages) of polyphonic thoughtin
Georgian chant - ranging from heterophony to
poly-melodic textures — as well as its uniqueness,
richness, and high artistic merit, which, along with
the ascetic atmosphere of the Middle Ages seem to
reflect the aesthetics of the so called eastern renais-

sance (A. Losev, Sh. Nutsubidze).

Tamar Chkheidze
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dogt amEmm-0dgemm Lows Jormdy // GBomobo @ asdmzgds gb@edg Lmmmdsbab-dals
3969bgmadabs, 1911.

Ne10T oo 104 Logommdmgdo.

11. Apaxunes, [Imurpuit. Kpatknit ouepk pasBUTHA IPY3UHCKOI, KapTaTMHO-KaXeTHHCKOIL, Hapo-
pHol1 necHn. O IPy3MHCKOI IyXOBHOI HApOJHON MY3bIKe, C IPUIOKEHMEM HAaIleBOB Ha IUTYPIUK

cB. MloanHa 3nmaroycraro. Mocksa: Tunorpadms K. JI. Menbiosa, 1905.
Ne58-61 Logommdemado.

bymbabgmas gMmzbym (3968Md0 3N Bomndmb JmMadabs s 5430039 396MgLgemadal
bgmbsbgmn Labm@m 3Ggdmmagdoa:

12. bgmbsbgmo Q 666. Jomormmao Logzmabom bagsmmdmgdal 3G gdgma. 3sMGodms Nl
(%0@08(‘06 Jmadals ba@[iosaﬁm).

Ne150 oo 151 Logammdmgdo.

13. bgembsbgmn Q 672. Jomormmo Logzmabom bagsmmmdemgdol 3Ggdmmo. LEmmosw bgmmo-
Boobo dobs Lob3smgdgmo Mgs b3s LdBybEmm Lagsmmdgmbo (036 9301089 39 gbgmadals
bgmbobgmn).

Ne126-134, 142, 148 Logoemmdmgdo.

14. bgembabgmn Q 673. Jomormo Loggmabom bagammdemgdol 3@gdamo. LEymosw bgmo-
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Boobo Bnbs Lob3sgdgmo Mgs b8s 3ot 3mo@mbo (0ndgb 9300089 39Mgbamadals bgembsbgtn).
Ne137 s 144 Logommmdmgdo.

15. bgmbasbgmn Q 674. Jomoryyemo Loggmagbom bagsmmdmagdol 3Ggd4ma, bado Bomgal Babo. mo@nGans
dm3zgmdmsgsmmsmgnl (0@3836 9939033 396M9Lgemadals 63@606360).

Ne102, 153, 154, 155, 156, 170, 171 Logsemdemgdo.

16. bgmbobgmo Q 687. Jomormmo bogzmgbom Lagommdmagdal 36gdmmo. 8gmm®mdg@g Bngbo (0cm8qb
930039 3969bgmadals bgmbsBgen).

Ne135, 136, 160 Logormdemado.
17. bgmbsBgms gmmzbam (396830 s3umo bRy (35bam) 3563gmsdznmab bymbsByFmgda:
3o63mmsdz0ma gabom, bybm@m bymBsBymos gmbon. geMm3gmsdzamal 3oswn gmboo Ne264.
Ne29, 31, 33, 35, 37, 39, 45-47, 50, 51, 53, 54, 90-99 Logommdmado.

18. bgmbsbgmas ghmzgbym (396@Mn s(3mo dabgom gmabdsmsdzamal bambabgma 36gdamema:

Q 1436 ,,Jooggmo gommds. mo@nMmans 0msbby mdmm3oMabs, dmgomobs s dmzegmmdmagstmomngnl
— a003bgMaemn dobgam 3. gmobdemsdzamal dogh. mdaemabo 1896 Ggema®.

Ne86 Logsmmdgema.
19. bgmbsbgmas ghmgbym (3968Mdn Es3mo 3300 Roggszsdg-3absammmzgal bambsbgmgdo:

Bmbo ,Lbbgssbbgs® Ne50-53. Jomoqymo Logzmgbom Lagsmmdmadn omaby mdmm3ntabs, bm@gddy
35050 9dmmn @sg0m bmeEmdmbols dg Rngsgsdg-dabsnmmgals Gogm. 1863 bgmo.

Ne56 o 57 Logommdemgdo.

20. bygsGozggemmb abBoznnb bs3dnbabEHmb (396G My stdozd0 (30 3memng3d@mb s Bomndmb
39Md9m53d30mqdab s dscn IMLBSZmggdab bymbsbgmgda:

©9396mb 3mmng3zd@mb 3oMdgmadgomol dofMswo sfjogo Ne 1461. NeNe188-218 Logdggdo.
Ne28, 30, 32, 34, 38, 40, 88, 89 Logommdmgdo.
21. gm 3ememtinb babgmdBogm (396830 3EYmo afogmen Abngzsdab bymbsbgmgda:

3mm0g39@mb 3oMmdgmadgomal stdngo, Ne2125, Ne2126 bgembsbgigdo; afogmen Aboggsedal dogh 3m-
™0739dE™ML 3oMdgmadgomabogsb Rsbgmomoa bagsmmmdmgdo.

Ne87 Logsemdgema.

22. Jotrormmo gommds (0836‘3@-3@6‘3@0 Jn@m). RobgMomo s bmEgodg gswamgdymo 3obo Mmbg-
dsdg0emab dog@. mdoemabo: LG 3 Lo gemnEo Bmbool bsdosMmzgmmb asbymaamgds, 1968.

Ne5 Logommdgemo.
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23. Jomorgmo baggmgbom gommmds. dgdmddgwnl Lzmems. s®@93 9@ Jm3dsndgaemal Robobgmgdal do-
bgogom — 6mEgddg gomsomm s dgeanbs . dmmmoasdgomds — Il aodm(3g3s. mdaeobo, 2006.

Ne6-26 Logommmdmado.

24. Jomorgemo baggmgbom gommds. ggmamab bgmeme. | §mdn (v 308(0(3380). 3bmbo-(30b 3oM0-6o-
35. b3. ggzmndy sdLamgdgmabs (dgﬁabaqmda) ©5 09396mD Moggb bybrsdal bgmbsbgmgdols do-
bgg0m. d93agbgmn s 3mbngsmmmo Mgosd@mmn dombasd gMdzsbodg. mdoemabo, 2006.

Ne105, 125, 138, 139 Logoemmdmgdo.

25. Jotormemo baggmgbom gommds. ggmamalb bzmems. IV §mdo. oo daMbzabs s bo@ogal bags-
mmdmagdo. d98maqbgmo s Ibogsmamo Mgosd@mta dombsed gfdzsbadg. mdaemabon, 2006.

Ne103, 159, 161 Logsmmdmado.

Lagdmmdemgdn dmEnmRsb569Mgdnws6:

Nel 396 bot ggbobo®. RsbgmMamoas 1950-1960 66. mdoemalbin.bdolb Asdbgmo LEons ,dgmmeos®. sb-
mgdebgb: 565608, 3mand M s sMG 93 gMdmBsndznmgdn.bm@gddg asmsn@obs mg3s6 39dsdndga.

Ne2—4 sgommdmgda. sbbaddm ,Hmbmagalb” Mg3gMEomowsb. asdm3d(zgdn sM@gd g Jmdsndgaemo.
bm@nMgdmmons sbdmeM gfMgmadsndzamol dogm 1950-1960 66..

Ne173 ,630000m mdgconm®. CD ,,dstoggemo gmm gemmEin. b3Imgabo bsstJogm Rsbsbgmagdn®. godm3gdmos
ol 0o mo@gmodmolb 0bbGndGob gaowom, MYbomseggmolb bodgsbogMm Rmbrol ornbsblbgdom,
2015 bgemb. @mggo VI

Robgmomos 1959 B. sbAymgdws aboo xmgns 35d39mnsbol bgmaddmazsbgmmdom. mgb@gbo. dmms
nbomaggmal Labgmdol Jomormmao mo@gms@ Mol abb@odn@&ob Gmm jmmeal sédngo.

Ne174 ,63osm mdgmom®. Rebgmoemos 2001 Bgmb, aomGan ©mbadob dogM. oammo. go@dmd3gdn
39S 3as3d. bm@addg aoan@ebs mgzeb 3gdsdadgd.

Ne175 ,B3nmom mdgmom®. Rsbgmamos 2008 Bgemb, gom@go ©@mbsdol, LNd3s sMMTobs s 3menm
39mg3mb dogM. gL os. godmI(393n Mo RBoM(3bgmsbo. bmEgddy gosn@sbs mggzs6 39d530dga.

Ne176 ,,460b@g scmas”. hobgmamoas 2012 Bgmb, amos gmom3zsgsl ogm. LEmwos ,dMsegsmygsdogmn®.
mabmdn, Rodggmnsobgdol mxobo. SLEMmadobgb: Moo goMzbgmasba, gogm Rsdagmnsbo, ango
RoM(3bgmsbo. bmEgddy gosn@sbs mg3zs6 39d530dg3.

Ne177 ,d6ab@g smmas®. hsbgfamos cmambad Gmambadals ogm, 1999 bgmb. mo@oma. sbfmmgdos
begge mo@omob gubon. bm@gddg aswsn@sebs bgndmb (xodo) ®obgmmadznmds.
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* %%k

Ne27 396 bo ggbsbal® gb g39@bos, Jomormmo Lagsmmdmagdol Ndmsegmal 6adydmsgsb asbbbgsggdoom,
XIX Lo znbals dmemb bm@gddg o6 gopsnmosm. dgdomo GEswoznom XX bov3mbgdog dmbayemo s
35930 (39mademo gl 39M05b@0, 3MINbabEMn Mgg0dolb o3@Mdemzgdol dogbgosegsw, XX Lagyinbob
356dnmDg, JmEomol babgmbmwgdoo donby LEMMmEgdmEs b(3965dy, Jobmzomdgddo s Jotormma
33mmdobs yggmsdg 3m3gmatimm 60d4adlb Bamdmawagbos. donhbgzqb, Hm3d ngo Jotmmmon dMmaygbomma
nbogol 3mabogmbob, Bodotns gomnsdgzomol oM ©sdMdszgdmmo GMaEn30mn 356M0sbG0s, m9)-
3(39, 930b ©3o@abGMMgdgmn Bysmm o6 dmagz93mzgds, 330@m3, ol bambym goMnsb@ow Mbos ha-
30035MO.

* % %k

Ne100 ,680om mdgmom®, sbgzg, geom-gMmo y4zgmadg 3m3nmamamo s (36mdogmo dofmomo bo-
admmdgmos. gb 60d¢do, ,630em @IgHom“-b dggmo 356056@ 930l Logmdzgmbdy gossddsgs
(36mdomds JoMmzggmds mmBosMads, gmbmdnbogmmmads s6bmE gMdmdsndznmds. gb goMosb@on dsemg
aobamba@mms s JoMmmmon gommdolb gfom-gho gsdm@Bgne bLoddmemme 0gss, Mol asdmz dabo go-
dmd39969d> b0bsdmgdemy 3Mgdmmdo >m0mgdmaw dogohbogo.
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SOURCES

OF CHANTS IN THE COLLECTION

1. “Kartuli galoba: liturgia ioanne okropirisa // mghvdlisa da mghvdelmtavarisatvis” (“Georgian chanting:
St. John the Chrysostom’s Divine Liturgy // for priests and bishops” // transcribed by Philemon I. Koridze;
transmitted by Anton N. Dumbadze, Dimitri R. Chalaganidze, arch-deacon Razhden T. Khundadze and Ivliane
Tsereteli; Several chants transmitted by Melkisedek G. Nakashidze and priest Nestor E. Kontridze. Score 1 //
Tpilisi : Published by Maksime Sharadze, 1895.

Chants #106-124, 140.

2. “Mitsvalebulis sagalobeli” (“Chants for the Deceased” / Score 3 / transcribed by Philemon I. Koridze, funded
by the Kutaisi Eparchy; transmitted by: Dimitri R. Chalaganidze, arch-deacon Razhden T. Khundadze and Iv-
liane Tsereteli / Tpilisi: Published by M. Sharadze, E. Kereselidze, S. Losaberidze and V. Gdzelidze, 1899.

Chants #146, 147.

3. “Sagalobelni pirvel shetsirulisa, vasili didisa, mghvdlis kurtkhevisa da kortsinebisa” (“Chants for the Pre-
Sanctified Liturgy, the Liturgy of St. Basil the Great, the Consecration of a priest, and the Marriage Rite”) //
Score N2 // transcribed by Philemon I. Koridze, funded by the Kutaisi Eparchy; transmitted by: Dimitri R.
Chalaganidze, arch-deacon Razhden T. Khundadze and Ivliane Tsereteli; chants marked with star in the table
of contents were transcribed in Guria and transmitted by Anton N. Dumbadze // Tpilisi : Published by M.
Sharadze and friends (E. Kereselidze, S. Losaberidze and V. Gdzelidze), 1901.

Chants #141, 143, 145, 157, 172.

4. “Aghdgomis sagalobelni” (“Easter Chants”) // Notation N4 // transcribed by Philemon I. Koridze, funded by
the Imereti Eparchy; transmitted by: Dimitri R. Chalaganidze, arch-deacon Razhden T. Khundadze and Ivliane
Tsereteli // Tpilisi : Published by M. Sharadze, E. Kereselidze, S. Losaberidze and V. Gdzelidze, 1904.

Chants #162-169

5. “Sadghesastsaulo sagalobelni tsirvisa” (“Liturgy Chants for Feasts”) : (Notation N5) // transcribed by Philemon
I. Koridze, by the order of bishop Gabriel // transmitted by Anton N. Dumbadze, Dimitri R. Chalaganidze,
arch-deacon Razhden T. Khundadze and Ivliane Tsereteli // Tpilisi : Published by E. Kereselidze, 1911.

Chants #149, 152, 158.

6. “Kartl-kakhuri galoba “karbelaant kiloti” : Mtsukhri” (“Kartl-Kakhetian Chanting by Karbelashvilis’ Mode”
: Vespers”) // transcribed and published with his own finances by priest Vasil G. Karbelov // II part // Tpilisi:
Typography “Tsnobis purtseli”, 1897.

Chants #62-74, 81, 82.

7. “Kartl-kakhuri galoba “karbelaant kiloti” : Tsiskari” (“Kartl-Kakhetian Chanting by Karbelashvilis Mode
: Matins” // transcribed and published with his own finances by priest Vasil G. Karbelov // II part // Tpilisi:
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Typography “Tsnobis purtseli”, 1898.
Chants #41, 42, 52, 75-80, 83.

8. “Kartuli galoba (kartl-kakhuri kiloti)” (“Georgian Chant (by Kartl-Kakhetian Mode”) : (Liturgy) : “St. John
the Chrysostom’s Divine Liturgy” // transcribed by Mikhail M. Ippolitov-Ivanov, with assistance of priests
brothers Polievktos and Vasil Karbelashvili, A. Molodinashvili and Gr. Mghebrishvili // edited according to the
original version by priest Vasil G. Karbelashvili // published by financial support of Guria-Samegrelos bishop
Aleksandre // Tpilisi: Printing-house of M. Sharadze and friends, 1899.

Chants #36, 43, 44, 48, 49, 55.

9. “Sagalobelni shobis dghesastsaulisa” (“Chants for Christmas Celebration”) : notebook A // transcribed by
priest Philemon Karbelashvili // published by priests P. Karbelov and A. Molodinov // Tpilisi : Printing-house
by M. Sharadze and friends, 1899.

Chants #84, 85.

10. “Kartuli galoba: liturghia ioane okropirisa, basili didisa da grigori ghvtismetqvelisa” (“Georgian Chant:
St. John the Chrysostom’s Divine Liturgy”, Basil the Great and Gregory the Great”) : Score // transcribed in
Gurian-Imeretian Sada Kilo (Plain Mode) by priest Razhden T. Khundadze // Tpilisi : Published by Estate S.
Kereselidze, 1911.

Chants #101, 104.

11. Arakchiev (Araqishvili), Dimidri. “Kratki ocherk razvitia gruzinskoi, kartalino-kakhetinskoi, narodnoi
pesni. O gruzinskoi dukhovnoi muzike” (“Short Study about the Development of Georgian, Kartl-Kakhetian
Folk Songs. On Georgian Sacred music”), with the tunes from St. John the Chrysostom. Moscow: Printing-
house of K. L. Menshov, 1905 (in Russian).

Chants #58-61.

Manuscripts of notated collections by Philemon Koridze and Ekvtime Kereselidze kept at the National

Centre of Manuscripts:

12. Manuscript Q 666, Kartuli saeklesio sagaloblebis krebuli (Georgian Chants Collection) Score N1 (manusc-
ript of Philemon Koridze).

Chants #150, 151.

13. Manuscript Q 672. Kartuli saeklesio sagaloblebis krebuli, sruliad tselitsadsa shina sakhmarebeli rva khma
samtsukhro sagalobelni (Georgian Chant Collection, Eight-Tone Chants for Vespers Performing Entire Year)

the manuscripts of Ekvtimen Kereselidze.
Chants #126-134, 142, 148.

14. Manuscript Q 673. Kartuli saeklesio sagaloblebis krebuli, sruliad tselitsadsa shina sakhmarebeli rva khma

paraklitoni (Georgian Chant Collection, Eight-Tone Chants Performing Entire Year) the manuscripts of
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Ekvtime Kereselidze.
Chants #137, 144.

15. Manuscript Q 674. Kartuli saeklesio sagaloblebis krebuli, sami tsirvis tsesi. Liturgia mghvdelmtavartatvis
(Georgian Chant Collection, Liturgy Chants of Three Divine Services for Bishops and Clergymen) the

manuscripts of Ekvtime Kereselidze.
Chants #102, 153, 154, 155, 170, 171.

16. Manuscript Q 687. Kartuli saeklesio sagaloblebis krebuli. Metormete tsigni (Georgian Chant Collection.
Part XII).

Chants #135, 136, 160.
17. Manuscripts by Stefane (Vasil) Karbelashvili kept at the National Centre of Manuscripts:

Karbelashvili Vasil, sanoto khelnatserta fondi. Karbelashvilis piradi fondi #264. (Fund of notated manuscripts,
Karbelashvili’s fund #264.

18. Manuscript collection of Mikheil Elizbarashvili kept at the National Centre of Manuscripts:

Q 1436 “Kartuli galoba. Liturgia ioanne okropirisa, mghvdlisa da mghvdeltmtavartatvis” (Georgian Chanting,
St. John the Chrysostom’s Divine Lityrgy, for priests and bishops.) — rewritten by Mikheil P. Elizbarashvili.
Thilisi, 1896.

Chant #86.
19. Manuscrips of Davit Chijavadze-Mikhailov kept at the National Centre of Manuscripts:

“Skhvadaskhva” fund #50-53. Georgian chants of St John the Chrysostom. Transcribed by Davit S. Chijavadze-
Mikhailov, 1863.

Chants #56, 57.

20. Manuscrips of Polievktos and Philimon Karbelashvili and their apprentices kept at the Central Archive
of the Ministry of Justice of Georgia:

Personal archive of Deacon Polievktos Karbelashvili # 1461. Cases ##188-218.
Chants #28, 30, 32, 34, 38, 40, 88, 89.
21. Manuscrips of Grigol Chkhikvadze kept at the Folklore State Centre of Georgia:

Archive of Polievktos Karbelashvili, manuscripts #2125, #2126; Chants recorded by Grigol Chkhikvadze from
Polievktos Karbelashvili.

Chant #87.

22. Kartuli galoba (imerul-guruli kilo) (Georgian Chant [Imeretian-Gurulian Mode]) Recorded and transcribed
by Kakhi Rosebashvili. Tbilisi: Georgian branch of USSR Music Fund, 1968.
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Chant #5.

23. Kartuli saeklesio galoba. Shemokmedis skola (Georgian hymn singing. Shemokmedi School). According to
the recordings of Artem Erkomaishvili. Transcribed by D. Shugliashvili - Second edition. Tbilisi, 2006.

Chants #6-26.

24. Kartuli saeklesio galoba. Gelatis skola (Georgian Church Chanting. Gelati School). vol. 1 (4" edition).
Vespers-Matins-Liturgy. According to the manuscripts of Ekvtime Kereselidze and Razhden Khundadze.
Compiler and musical editor Malkhaz Erkvanidze. Tbilisi, 2006.

Chants #105, 125, 138, 139.

25. Kartuli saeklesio galoba. Gelatis skola, IV tomi, didi markhvisa da zatikis sagaloblebi. (Georgian Church
Chanting. Gelati School, vol. 4, the Lenten Triodion and Pentecostarion Chants). Compiler and musical editor
Malkhaz Erkvanidze. Tbilisi, 2006.

Chants #103, 159, 161.
A Chants from audio-recordings:

#1 “Shen khar venakhi” - “You are the Vineyard”. Recorded in 1950-1960, Tbilisi. Recording Studio “Melodia”

Performed by: Anania, Vladimer and Artem Erkomaishvili. Transcribed by Levan Veshapidze.

Chants #2-4: From the repertoire of Rustavi ensemble. Transmitted by Artem Erkomaishvili. Transcribed by
Anzor Erkomaishvili in 1950-1960.

#173 “Tsmidao Ghmerto” - “O, Holy God”. CD “Kartuli folklori. Khmovani saarqivo chanatserebi” (Georgian
folk music. Archive recordings). Published by Tbilisi State University and Institute of Literature, funded by
Shota Rustaveli National Scientific Foundation of Georgia in 2015. Track N6. Recoded in 1959. Performed by

the choir of Jokia Meshveliani, Lentekhi. Folk archive of Shota Rustaveli Institute of Georgian Literature.

#174 “Tsmidao Ghmerto” - “O, Holy God”. Recorded in 2001 by Giorgi Donadze. Didgori. Transmitted by Gela
Gugava. Transcribed by Levan Veshapidze.

#175 “Tsmidao Ghmerto” - “O, Holy God”. Recorded in 2008 by Giorgi Donadze, Simha Arom and Polo Vallejo.
Mestia. Transmitted by Murad Pitskhelani. Transcribed by Levan Veshapidze.

#176 “Kriste aghdga” - “Christ is Risen”. Recorded in 2012 by Ilia Jgharkava. Studio “Mravajamieri”. LLakhushdi,
Chamgeliani family. Performed by: Muradi Fitskhelani, Gigo Chamgeliani, Givi Fitskhelani. Notated by Levan
Veshapidze.

#177 “Kriste aghdga” — “Christ is Risen”. Recorded by Luarsab Togonidze in 1999. Latali. Performed by the

Latali village choir. Transcribed by Svimon (Jiki) Jangulashvili.
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#27 This versions of “Shen khar venakhi” — “You are the Vineyard” is different from many other examples, as it
was not transcribed in the end of the 19 century. This version, orally reaching the 20™ century, was still often
being performed on stage or in films under the name Chorale and was the most popular sample of Georgian
chanting. The sample is considered to be written by famous Georgian composer Zakaria Paliashvili, despite

having no evident sources. So we should approve it as a folk version.

%%

#100 “Tsmidao Ghmerto” - “O, Holy God” is another popular and well-known Georgian chant. Based on
the older, more authentic versions, this sample has been reprocessed by famous Georgian choirmaster and
ethnomusicologist Anzor Erkomaishvili. The new sample quickly became popular among the folks and turned

into a symbol of Georgian chanting. That is why we considered it as essentially-published for this collection.
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3ILN3OT I HIRSIEMEHINLOBO6

36909mdn Lagomggmmb bbgsmabbgs Ladgsmm-
e BMonzonlb 60dmdgdos. Ne1-26 Logsmmd-
mgdo sbagmgm bodsfmggmmb gfom-ghon 39-
obob — aunals (30Bmdomoc, d99mgdgol 3mb-
sbEEab Lzmeab) Lsdasmmdmm Maonzonl bo-
ddgdos; Ne27-100 3036900 — odmbagmagm bogs-
Aoggemb (306Bmdomac, L3g&nEbmgmal 3omygco-
ool bzmeob) bsdasmmdmm  Gmswnzoal 8-
bobggmos; Ne101-172 603¢dgdoz @abogmagm bo-
Joonggemmb badgsmmdemm GFswozanbss (306m-
domoE, ggmemol s doM@zomol dmbabgmms
Lgmmgdab, omd3s, @. Jmcodg oo Jogem ©sbog-
™o Lodomzgmmdo 0BgMms); 3Mgdmmb sbfy-
8L sdomemon, dms bam3nbggdowsb XX Lowsa-
699wy madal y33emgmo Loboo Imbiymo Lgsbyma

(Qobo3Qw3m bodoﬁm,gg@m) 3NmEaeal doMgaema-
&gdo — Ne173-177 Logammdmgdo.

Mmam(z bagHome dzgm dmbngsdn, Jooym go-
™ol Lobm@m Rsbabgmaddng 9330, sgmanma
5 ©0bsdogymo bomsebbgdo dboMop ©s bmaswaw
M0l ogngboMgdamo. Babsdrgdemy 3Mgdammda
dm399mmo  §gd30bs o9 ©nbsdngol smbndgbgdo
3oMmdomons. dgbemgdobsl o 30mgdmom aobs-
035m0obbnbgdgmons dms bamgmbggdol bsgmgbom
dnbogobogalb Rggmemn qbog@ngs ©s badgdLmy-
mgdmm bg@bgdo — 53 dbogsdn dmdagMgds, ma-
md0gMgds s dgnds0nmmds dgmbydnmoas dob-
0896 s 33ommgdeem q3m30OHMsbosb.

36909mdn bdnMo dg3bzgdoo obgo dgdmbgg-
390L, GmEgbsz Mm3gmoedg bdob 3s@mEonado dg-
mmeom@o IndMomdob Mo ob badn goMasb@ns
Bom8meggbomo. 8smgsb dbmmme gGom-gfmo «b-
s dgbemmogl oby, MM o6 ©smEggl gsmm-
dabamgolb Rggmmo Lodbdnsbmdal 36nb(s0dn. gs3-
™Mb 3oLl Bamdmapagbl Ne124 asbn(so009”, m-
dgmdnz mob s bygo bdosbo g3Megdgb@gdos ©o-
godLofMgdamo.

bnbodgdamg 3Mgdnmdn, Logommdgmms bsobo-
™o, 30M39mbysMmgdabogsb dz0Mgm aobbbgs-
3909m0, GMgesd@nmgdagma bobomss BoM3me-
3gbocro. gb y3gmody dgdor gbgds bgebabym
04) 359m (3939 Labm@m bysmmgddn dm(393¢em
sem@gfoiool 6036936 (aobbsgnmegdom, 9.6.
agmomob bgmeol bogsmmdmgdda).
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FROM THE MUSIC EDITORS

This collection includes a variety of examples from
different chanting traditions of Georgia. Hymns #1-
26 represent the chant tradition of Guria (presum-
ably, the Shemokmedi monastic school), one of the
western regions of Georgia; hymns #27-100 follow
the eastern Georgian (presumably, the Svetitskhov-
eli Cathedral school) tradition; while hymns #101-
172 are also associated with the western Georgian
chant tradition (presumably, the Gelati and Martvili
monastic schools, although P. Koridze collected and
transcribed them throughout Georgia); the collec-
tion is concluded with some archaic hymns #173-
177, some gems of Svanetian culture (western Geor-
gia) which survived almost unchanged from the
Middle Ages to the 20th century.

It should be noted, that the tempo, agogic, and dy-
namic nuances are scarce and generalized in the
notated versions of Georgian chants, as well as in
old music in general. In this collection, the tempo
markings and dynamics are conventional. During
performance, it is necessary that the aesthetic and
performance manner of church music of the Middle
Ages be taken into account - in it moderation, com-
passion, and meditativeness are merged with an in-
ner and elevated emotionality.

In the collection one will encounter quite a few cas-
es when there are two or three versions of melodic
movement for one voice part. Only one of those ver-
sions should be performed so as not to violate the
three-voice parts principle characteristic of chant.
The exception is the hymn #124 titled Ganitsade
(communion chant) which contains fragments for
four and five voice parts.

In the following collection part of the chants are
represented with edited version, slightly different
from the original source. This mostly refers to the
alteration signs (especially so cold Gelati School
chanting), given both, in the manuscripts and pu-
blished sources of musical notation.
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International transcription of the Georgian alphabet

Mkhedruli | Roman IPA | Examples Pronunciation Tips
> a /a/ | father open “ah” vowel sound
o) b /b/ | bless
3 g /g/ | given
© d /d/ | day
open “eh” vowel sound, between “wet” or “wait”. Spanish or
J ¢ el | set German “e”.
vat/twine/tuft - this sound is often “w” when it follows another
3 v WL | et consonant, or sometimes like “f”
o) z /z/ | zenith
) t /t®/ | today
0 i /i/ | meet bright “ee” vowel sound
3 k’ /k’/ | pickpocket non-aspirated “k” has no “h” breathiness in it. Slightly percussive
I 1 N | life
a m /m/ | mentor
b n /n/ | new
™ 0 /al | go round “oh” vowel sound
3 p’ /p’/ | upkeep non-aspirated “p” has no breathy “h” sound in it
9 zh /3/ | pleasure
& r /t/ | Paris Rolled “r” behind the upper teeth.
b S /s/ | see
) t’ /t’/ | sitcom non-aspirated “t”
© u /u/ | root pursed lips round “00” vowel sound
3 p /p®™/ | pilgrim soft “p” with plenty of “h” breathiness in it
J k /k®/ | call soft “k” with plenty of “h” breathiness in it
Like French “r”, produced in back of the throat at the same place as
Q gh Ne|- “g” but with friction like “kh”. Not overly pronounced or audible
, Produced in the throat as a light glottal stop. Not overly
d q fal |- pronounced or audible
3 sh /f/ | shine
A ch /tf™/ | choose
G ts /ts®/ | sets
d dz /dz/ | nods
5 s’ its'/ | sits near ‘S‘(t)g of, if both words words are pronounced quickly. non-aspirated
4 oh’ A/ | much noise ‘s‘(éflt’ ’of, if both words words are pronounced quickly. non-aspirated
b kh /x/ | Bach As in Yiddish chutzpah, Scottish loch
% ] /d3/ | rejoice
3 h /h/ | hymn

© John A. Graham.

Modified from version in “The Transmission and Transcription of Georgian Liturgical Chant,”
Ph.D. dissertation (Princeton, 2015)
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The Times and Years

The beginning of the Indiction, Church New Year (1 (14) September)
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From the Rising of the Sun

For Meeting a Hierarch. Tone IV
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THIS SHEET MUSIC COLLECTION PROVIDES EXAMPLES OF THE MEDIEVAL GEORGIAN POLYPHONIC
CHANTING TRADITION. THIS MUSIC DEVELOPED IN THE GEORGIAN CHRISTIAN CULTURE.
COMPOSED BY PROFESSIONAL HYMNOGRAPHERS, THE CHANTS WERE RECORDED USING THE
GEORGIAN FORM OF NEUMES, AN OLD SYSTEM OF NOTATION. DURING TO THE HARD TIMES
FOLLOWING THE BREAKDOWN OF THE ONCE STRONG GEORGIAN STATE (13TH CENTURY),

THE CHANTING PRACTICE, ALONGSIDE WITH NEUME-WRITING AND CHRELI (COLOR-CODING,
THE METHOD FOR WRITING DOWN VERBAL CONTENT OF THE MELODIESI CONTINUED TO BE
TRANSMITTED FROM GENERATION TO GENERATION. AT THE END OF THE XIX CENTURY,
PHILIMON KORIDZE, THE KARBELASHVILI BROTHERS, AND OTHERS COLLECTED CHANTS FROM
PROFESSIONAL CHANTERS AND TRANSCRIBED THEM USING WESTERN MUSICAL NOTATION.
BECAUSE OF THEIR ARTISTIC VALUE AND THE POLYPHONIC AND HARMONIC COMPLEXITY,
MEDIEVAL GEORGIAN CHANTS ARE A SUBJECT OF GREAT INTEREST FOR GEORGIAN AND
FOREIGN SCHOLARS ALIKE.

THESE CHANTS ARE PERFORMED NOT ONLY DURING CHURCH SERVICES, BUT IN CONCERTS

AS WELL, OFTEN ENOUGH EVEN OUTSIDE OF GEORGIA. THE PRESENT COLLECTION CONTAINS
EXAMPLES FROM DIFFERENT MONASTERY SCHOOLS OF CHANTING IN EASTERN AND WESTERN
GEORGIA, AND IS INTENDED BOTH FOR PERFORMERS, AS WELL AS RESEARCHERS AND
LOVERS OF OLD MUSIC.
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